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SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M
9/30 - “Promises, Promises” - Rev Erin Splaine
10/7 - “On Being Wrong” - Christian Schmidt
Christian Schmidt is a graduate of Andover Newton
Theological School, a candidate for the UU ministry,
and the ministerial intern at the First Parish in
Needham. He lives with his wife and son in Quincy,
and enjoys sports, cooking and theology. 
10/14 - “That Nice Man” - Rev. Erin Splaine
10/21 - “We’ll Save a Place for You: Universalism a
Theology of Love, Reconciliation and Hope.
Rev. Erin Splaine - Second Collection

STAFF OFFICE HOURS
Erin Splaine, Minister
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday at FUSN, 
evening meetings. Friday, Sunday Preparation.
Perry Montrose, Director of Lifespan Religious
Education Ministries is typically off on Mondays. He
is happy to speak or meet with you anytime, please
call or email to make an appointment.
Beth Walton, R.E. Assistant
Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday, call for appointment
Rebecca Hinds, Youth Coordinator 
Tuesdays, 1:00 - 4 p.m. Sundays 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m
Kristin Cleveland, Member Services Coordinator
Monday through Thursday, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Fran Clancy, Administrator
Monday, Wednesday, Friday - 9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday - 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Sunday - 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Anne Watson Born, Music Director 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 12:00-5:00 p.m
Wednesday, 12:00-7:00 p.m.

NOTE FROM ERIN
A newsletter column in three easy pieces:
First, every year I ask you all to share part of your
story with me so that I might weave them into a ser-
mon. Two years ago you all sent me the best piece of
advice you ever received and last fall you shared
with me what you know of hope. Our theme for
November is as universal as it is so very personal —
death. So I wonder what do you know of death and
loss? What have you learned? How have your experi-
ences of death changed you? I would love to hear
from any of you who would be willing to share your
stories — your thoughts — your experiences. I will
take the pieces of wisdom that you share with me
and weave them into my first sermon in November.
Please, send me an email minister@fusn.org or drop
me a note and let me know what it is you know of
death and loss — how has it changed you — what
have you learned. Of course, I will only share your
stories in the largest possible context; know that I
will never attribute any personal information in the
sermon or elsewhere without your explicit permis-
sion. I look forward to knowing what you know and
then sharing it with the rest of the congregation.
Second, you may have noticed a small change in the
beginning of our Sunday morning service.
Previously during the greeting, prior to the prelude,
the member of the Board of Trustees would both
acknowledge and welcome folks who might be
attending for the first time and then ask them to
stand. For the last couple of weeks though we still
acknowledge and welcome newcomers we no longer
ask people to stand. One of the main reasons for the
change is the great work that Kristin Cleveland and
the Membership Committee are doing. Almost every
person who comes into our Sanctuary for the first 
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time on a Sunday morning is greeted by Kristin and
given a wonderful and colorful welcome bag. The 
yellow bag is full of great information about FUSN
and I hear also a piece or two of Equal Exchange
chocolate. Besides giving newcomers a part of FUSN
to take home with them the bags make them very visi-
ble at Coffee Hour. Yet, their visibility depends on our
vision. I know Coffee Hour can be a bit of a bustle,
however, welcoming new people is all of our responsi-
bility. So, next time you see someone carrying a 
yellow bag at Coffee Hour take a moment to say hello
and welcome.
And finally, the Chalice Circle Program is almost
ready to begin. Chalice Circles are designed to create
space in our physical, mental, emotional and spiritual
calendars. Our Chalice Circles will be a place — a
time outside your everyday swirl — where you might
delve into each other’s stories, experiences and under-
standing of who and how we are in the world as indi-
viduals and members of a faith community. Groups
are being scheduled for folks that don’t drive at night
and for those who work during the day. The facilita-
tors and I have begun meeting to work out the last few
details and we hope to begin sign-up by mid-October.

FROM YOUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Did you know that we have a defined set of Core
Values here at FUSN?
Since the Board is to be informed by our Core Values
in its decision-making and in setting FUSN’s long-
term direction, we are publicizing the values to raise
awareness of them among our members, staff, and
newcomers. To encourage their more frequent use in
our congregational life, Board members will address
one of the Core Values in each of the up-coming
newsletters.
Core Values:
• spiritual growth
• community connection 
• the inherent worth of every individual 
• social justice 
• open-mindedness  
• education 
Look out for the first installment on spiritual growth
in next month’s newsletter!
-Margaret Costello

WHAT'S GOING ON AT FUSN? 
We advertise FUSN events and volunteer opportunities
in a variety of ways: through the FUSNewsletter, in
the Sunday morning Order of Service, on our website
(www.fusn.org) and facebook place page
(https://www.facebook.com/FUSNCommunications),
with posters, and through FUSN's Business Listserve.
The Business listserve is a particularly popular method
for conveying time-sensitive information. To get
FUSN updates directly in your inbox, write to
jud.leonard@gmail.com and ask Jud to put your email
onto the Business List. (FUSN also has a General list-
serve, where members can post items that aren't
specifically related to FUSN business, but might be of
interest to the FUSN community. If you would also
like to be on that General list, you can ask Jud
Leonard to put your email on that too).
New to FUSN this year is an event & volunteer sign
up system based at http://fusnsignups.ivolunteer.com.
From this homepage you can click on the Sunday
Morning Help event and sign up to greet, usher, be a
chalice lighter or decorate the chancel. We will also be
using this streamlined sign up system to gather RSVPs
and volunteer commitments for other FUSN events
(such as the upcoming Halloween Party). If you would
like to set up a sign up page for your FUSN event, talk
with Kristin Cleveland to learn how. If you would like
to get more involved at FUSN, check out the
http://fusnsignups.ivolunteer.com page to see what
events are currently listed.

CALLING ALL YOUTH 
The first Youth Adult Committee (YAC) meeting of
the year will be held Sunday, Sept. 30 from 5:00-6:00
p.m. This committee steers and shapes youth group,
plans events, and makes great things happen. For this
first meeting all youth group participants are invited to
see what YAC is all about! We hope to see as many
youth there as possible. Pizza and pop provided.
The Youth Group is GOING HIKING! Get ready to
join your friends and a few awesome youth advisors as
we head to The Blue Hills on Oct. 14. We will leave
FUSN at 12:00 p.m., and be back by 4:00 p.m.
Snacks, fun, and adventure are guaranteed. Contact
Rebecca, ypc@fusn.org  if you have any questions.
See you there!

THANK UUS
Thank you to: Jacki Rohan for tending and creating
the beautiful garden outside FUSN’s back door; to
Vern Ellis for designing and printing the beautiful
color labels for FUSN’s new Welcome bags; Jud
Leonard for always fixing our computer problems
without complaint.



THE FIRST 15 MINUTES OF COFFEE
Think back to when you walked into your first coffee
hour at FUSN. Were you excited to meet new people?
Were you nervous and hoping you’d see someone you
already knew? Did you feel awkward, not knowing how
to enter into a conversation, since everybody else
seemed to know each other?
Coffee hour is a great time to catch up with old friends
and to touch base on committee work and other church
business. However, coffee hour is also a great time to
build our FUSN community. Building community
involves making connections with newcomers and also
means enhancing connections between people who have
been coming to FUSN for a while, but who may not
know each other all that well.
One way to help us build these connections is to take
the first fifteen minutes of coffee hour as a “business
free” time. Just say hi to people and ask how they are
doing. Hold off “business” until later in coffee hour, or
even save it for an email or phone call later on. Practice
being present, simply to enjoy the coffee and 
conversation!
Now that newcomers receive a yellow Welcome bag
full of FUSN information, it’s easy to spot someone in
coffee hour for the first time. Introduce yourself and say
hi. Tell them what you like about this community. But
don’t stop there. If you notice someone standing alone
at coffee hour (with or without a yellow bag), invite him
or her into your conversation, or start a new conversa-
tion with that person.
Strong connections are the foundation for the rest of
what happens at FUSN. And they can start with just a
few minutes of our time.

CONNECTIONS
Radical Hospitality Workshop this Sunday, Sept. 30,
11:45 - 12:45 p.m., in the Children’s Chapel. Discover
the moral dimensions of engaging more deeply with
our congregation (both newcomers & longtime mem-
bers), and brainstorm ways FUSN can do this better.
Refreshments served. Childcare available.
New to Unitarian Universalism or FUSN? Got
Questions? Want to meet other newcomers? Come to
The New UU on Saturday morning, Oct. 13. 
Facilitators: The Rev. Erin Splaine, Director of
Lifespan Religious Education Perry Montrose, and
Coordinator of Member Services Kristin Cleveland

CONNECTIONS (continued)

We’ll discuss what it means to be a Unitarian
Universalist and a member of the First Unitarian
Society in Newton, we’ll go on a tour through FUSN’s
nooks and crannies, and we’ll get to know people who
run many of FUSN’s activities and committees. Bagels
and coffee at 8:30 a.m., class begins at 9:00 a.m.
Childcare is provided. RSVP by emailing Kristin at
member_services@fusn.org or by clicking on The
New UU option at http://fusnsignups.ivolunteer.com
Poetry Reading by FUSN Poets, Tuesday,  Oct. 16,
7:00-8:30 p.m. Deborah Bennett, Catherine Morocco
and Holly Zeeb will read poems that draw on their
own Family Landscapes. The reading will begin
promptly at 7:00 p.m., in the Alliance Room and will
end well before the Presidential debate at 9:00 EST. 
Save the Date for the Oxfam Hunger Dinner on
Saturday, Nov. 17. This is an inter-generational activi-
ty sponsored by FUSN’s Hunger and Homelessness
Task Force to raise awareness of hunger both in the
U.S. and around the world. You and your children will
not only learn about this issue but will also find out
what you can do to help.  Watch for details in upcom-
ing newsletters, emails and displays.
What Unnecessary Military Spending is Costing
our Communities. Sept. 30, 7:00-9:00 p.m., in the
Sanctuary. 
Come to hear Chris Hellman, Research Analyst,
National Priorities Project, and Mike Prokosch,
National Coordinator, New Priorities Network, talk
about how cuts in wasteful military spending could be
used to better serve our communities without weaken-
ing national defense.  
This is the first of three forums presented by Fund Our
Communities Not War, a committee of the Social
Action Council.  Put the next two forums on your cal-
endars.
Oct. 21: The Deadly Connection: Endless War and the
Ecological/Economic Crisis, Bruce Gagnon,
Coordinator of the Global Network against Weapons
and Nuclear Power in Space.  
Nov. 18: Bombs versus Budgets: The High Price of
Nuclear Weapons, William Hartung. Director, Arms
and Security Project, Center for International Policy.
Questions? Contact Nancy Wrenn [see online directory]
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COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

Join us on Oct. 14 for our FUSN Community Breakfast
at 9:00 a.m., in the Parish Hall. Toddlers welcome, we
have high chairs available for them. The menu (eggs,
eggbeater omelets, fried potatoes, pancakes, biscuits,
bacon, sausage, juice and coffee) is great and the price
($4) is unbeatable. Clean-up help appreciated.
Upcoming Community Breakfast dates: Nov. 11, Dec.
9, Jan. 13, Feb. 10, March 17, Apr. 7 and May 5.

VESPERS SERVICE

The monthly Vespers service with the Vermilion
Quartet, Amelia LeClair, director, will be Sunday,
Oct. 14 at 7:30 p.m. in our sanctuary. The service is
designed for diversity of spirit and thoughtful medita-
tion. This is a unique monthly service of music led by
the Vermilion Quartet and poetry—written or chosen—
read by FUSN’s poets. Vespers will last just half an
hour—a way to set aside the noise and stress of daily
life and to spend some time in stillness and mystery. 
Deadline for next newsletter is Sept. 25, 9:00 a.m.

FUSN’s Halloween Party
for All Ages is Saturday
night, Oct. 27! 

- Pin the Grin on the Pumpkin, Picture Me as a Bat, 
Apples on a String, and other games begin at 5:00

- Spaghetti dinner is at 5:30
- A tour of FUSN’s Haunted House and a Costume 
Parade (prizes in ALL age categories) will be at 6:30. 
- Pinata Pumpkin Smashing at about 7:00
- Movie appropriate for tweens and teens starting after
the Pinata (at about 7:30).
RSVP for the dinner by emailing Kristin at
member_services@fusn.org, or by clicking on the
Halloween Party option at http://fusnsignups.ivolun-
teer.com 
Also, we will need volunteers to help cook, clean up
after dinner, lead games, or clean up the Parish Hall at
the end of the Pinata smashing. Please volunteer either
by emailing Kristin or by clicking on the Halloween
Party option at FUSN’s ivolunteer site.
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