
FUSNews
First Unitarian Society in Newton

September 29 - October 12, 2013Unitarian Universalist

First Unitarian Society in Newton •  1326 Washington Street  •  West Newton, MA 02465  •  http://www.fusn.org
office tel: 617-527-3203 • fax:617-964-5409 • Religious Education: 617-332-3438  •  e-mail address: office@fusn.org

Staff: Erin Splaine, Minister, Cheryl Rubin Lloyd, Community Minister, Fran Clancy, Administrator, Perry Montrose, Director of
Lifespan Religious Education, Beth Walton, Assistant Director of Religious Education, Rebecca Hinds, Youth Programs Coordinator, Anne
Watson Born, Director of Music, Carson Cooman, Organist, Roberta Humez, Minister of Music Emerita, Maura Hess-Mahan, Beadle.
Board of Trustees: Cathy Morocco, Jonathan Reuman, Bobbie Sproat, Vice Chair, Strom Thacker, Charlie Watts, Chair, Ann Woodbury, 
Michael Costello and Maura Hess-Mahan,Youth Reps.
Operations Council: Susan Bartlett,Chair, Jeannie Chaisson, Alan Cody, Laurel Farnsworth, Vicc Chair, Anne Hess-Mahan, Andrea Kelley

SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M

Upcoming Services
9/29 -  Rev Erin Splaine
10/6 -  Rev. Erin Splaine
10/13 - Ferry Beach Weekend - Kye Flannery, guest
speaker

STAFF OFFICE HOURS
Erin Splaine, Minister
Erin is usually in and around FUSN Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday for daytime and evening
appointments/meetings. She tries to keep Friday and
Saturday reserved for sermon writing and preparation
for Sunday service. Monday is her day-off. Please let
Fran know if you would like to make an appointment.
Perry Montrose, Director of Lifespan Religious
Education Ministries is typically off on Mondays.
Tuesday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
He is happy to speak or meet with you anytime, please
call or email to make an appointment.
Beth Walton, R.E. Assistant
Monday, Tuesday and Sunday, call for appointment
Rebecca Hinds, Youth Coordinator 
Sundays 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m
Fran Clancy, Administrator
Monday, Wednesday, Friday - 9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday - 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Sunday - 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Anne Watson Born, Music Director 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 9:00 - 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 12:00-7:00 p.m.

A NOTE FROM ERIN

Every year I ask you all to share part of your story
with me so that I might weave your voices into a ser-
mon. Three years ago you sent me the best piece of
advice you every received — two years ago you
shared what you know of hope. Last year our entire
community was moved by the powerful and poignant
stories of what you know of death and loss. This year
is going to be a bit different in that I am looking to
connect with a very specific group of people within
our larger community. I am hoping to meet with
those of you who are veterans. Have you served our
country at any time in your life? What did you learn
about yourself? How did your experiences change
you? I would love to talk with anyone who would be
willing to share your story — your thoughts — your
experiences. I will take the pieces of wisdom that
you share with me and weave them into my sermon
on the 10th of November.

Please let me know if you are willing to meet and
talk about your service. Of course, I will only share
your stories in the largest possible context, know that
I will never attribute any personal information in the
sermon or elsewhere without your explicit permis-
sion. I look forward to knowing what you know and
then sharing it with the rest of the congregation.

We have ordered more copies of
Singing the Journey (the teal hymn-
book). If you would like to dedicate
a copy to a loved one, please see
Fran. The cost is $20.
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FROM THE BOARD
Just what does your Board of Trustees do, apart from
giving those pithy introductions at the opening of each
Sunday service? The members of your Board held our
annual retreat this past weekend and, in essence, asked
ourselves that exact question. We (Board members,
Erin and Perry) gathered together on a Saturday morn-
ing in mind, body and spirit to assess where we (both
as a board and as a congregation) are now, how we got
here, and, most importantly, where we would like to
go next and how we might get there. Among the many
topics that we covered were welcoming our new
Assistant Minister, the annual budget drive, conflict
transformation, financial oversight, communication,
community outreach, coordination with the Operations
Council, and strategic planning. Coloring all of our
discussions was a focus on managing mindful growth,
both spiritually and numerically. There is nowhere
near enough space here to go into all of the details, but
we will be continuing to distill our plans and—much
like the Operations Council—working to communicate
our plans (and our progress) to the congregation in a
variety of ways throughout the year. In the meantime,
when you see one of us with the blue name tag, feel
free to ask us what we are doing!      —Strom Thacker
UPCOMING EVENTS
The Holly Near concert to benefit Americans United
for Separation of Church and State is a week away, on
Friday night Oct. 4! I hope many of you will want to
join me in welcoming the legendary folk singer (who
wrote “Singing for Our Lives”) to FUSN.
Reservations can be made at: https://www.au.org/VU-
holly-near.  
The FUSN Ferry Beach retreat coming up this
Columbus Day weekend, Oct. 11–14 - Ferry Beach is
a magical place for families, it gives parents a break
from the usual routine and we all take care of each
other. You will make new friends, you can explore the
beach and surrounding area or you can just recharge
your batteries. There are many activities for all ages,
like apple picking, sand castle competitions, arts and
crafts, meditation, discussions and music on the porch.
Your time at Ferry Beach is a wonderful intergenera-
tional experience. We are provided with delicious meals
including vegetarian and vegan options and there is no
clean up after we leave. If you are new to FUSN or
have never gone to Ferry Beach please talk to Vern Ellis
(vellis@ellisdsign.net or 617 686 9123), Rachel Yee or
ask someone who has gone. http://www.fusn.org/con

UPCOMING EVENTS (continued)
tent/sign-ferry-beach. Sign-up forms should be to Vern
Ellis by Oct. 4, rooms are assigned Oct. 5. 
New to Unitarian Universalism or FUSN? Got
Questions? Want to meet other newcomers? Come to
The New UU on Saturday morning, Oct. 19. 
Facilitators: The Rev. Erin Splaine, and Director of
Lifespan Religious Education Perry Montrose
We’ll discuss what it means to be a Unitarian
Universalist and a member of the First Unitarian
Society in Newton, we’ll go on a tour through FUSN’s
nooks and crannies, and we’ll get to know people who
run many of FUSN’s activities and committees. Bagels
and coffee at 8:30 a.m., class begins at 9:00 a.m.
Childcare is provided. RSVP by emailing Fran,
office@fusn.org or by clicking on The New UU
option at http://fusnsignups.ivolunteer.com

WHAT'S GOING ON AT FUSN? 
We advertise FUSN events and volunteer opportunities
in a variety of ways: through the FUSNewsletter, in
the Sunday morning Order of Service, on our website
(www.fusn.org) and facebook place page
(https://www.facebook.com/FUSNCommunications),
with posters, and through FUSN's Business Listserve.
The Business listserve is a particularly popular method
for conveying time-sensitive information. To get
FUSN updates directly in your inbox, write to
jud.leonard@gmail.com and ask Jud to put your email
onto the Business List. (FUSN also has a General list-
serve, where members can post items that aren't
specifically related to FUSN business, but might be of
interest to the FUSN community. If you would also
like to be on that General list, you can ask Jud
Leonard to put your email on that too).
We also have an event & volunteer sign up system
based at http://fusnsignups.ivolunteer.com. From this
homepage you can click on the Sunday Morning Help
event and sign up to greet, usher, be a chalice lighter
or decorate the chancel. We will also be using this
streamlined sign up system to gather RSVPs and vol-
unteer commitments for other FUSN events (such as
the upcoming Halloween Party). If you would like to
get more involved at FUSN, check out the
http://fusnsignups.ivolunteer.com page to see what
events are currently listed.



THE FIRST 15 MINUTES OF COFFEE
Think back to when you walked into your first coffee
hour at FUSN. Were you excited to meet new people?
Were you nervous and hoping you’d see someone you
already knew? Did you feel awkward, not knowing how
to enter into a conversation, since everybody else
seemed to know each other?
Coffee hour is a great time to catch up with old friends
and to touch base on committee work and other church
business. However, coffee hour is also a great time to
build our FUSN community. Building community
involves making connections with newcomers and also
means enhancing connections between people who have
been coming to FUSN for a while, but who may not
know each other all that well.
One way to help us build these connections is to take
the first fifteen minutes of coffee hour as a “business
free” time. Just say hi to people and ask how they are
doing. Hold off “business” until later in coffee hour, or
even save it for an email or phone call later on. Practice
being present, simply to enjoy the coffee and 
conversation!
Now that newcomers receive a yellow Welcome bag full
of FUSN information, it’s easy to spot someone in cof-
fee hour for the first time. Introduce yourself and say hi.
Tell them what you like about this community. But don’t
stop there. If you notice someone standing alone at cof-
fee hour (with or without a yellow bag), invite him or
her into your conversation, or start a new conversation
with that person.
Strong connections are the foundation for the rest of
what happens at FUSN. And they can start with just a
few minutes of our time.

CONNECTIONS

The FUSN community extends their sympathy to
Jack, Mark and Adam Kimball on the death of long
time member Noreen Kimball. Details regarding
Noreen’s memorial service at FUSN will be forthcom-
ing.

Join us Oct. 6 to learn more about FUSN’s Legacy
Circle! Many FUSN members have included FUSN in
their estate plans in order to leave a sustaining gift for
future generations: the Legacy Circle. Over the upcom-
ing year these members will be more prominently rec-
ognized by the FUSN community for their support. If
you have already made a gift to FUSN in your estate 

CONNECTIONS (continued)
plans, please contact Bill Dusett or Bev Droz to make
sure your generosity is acknowledged. Specifics about
your plans are not required. To learn more about con-
venient options to include FUSN in your estate plans,
the Bequest committee will host an information ses-
sion  in the Alliance Room at 11:45 a.m., Oct. 6, with
Rev. Erin Splaine and a featured Legacy Circle
Member. Light snacks and drinks will be provided!
The session will conclude by 12:30 p.m., in plenty of
time to catch the opening kick-off of the Pats game!
We look forward to seeing you there.  

“Smart, funny and informative. Like Rachel
Maddow and Jon Stewart with guitars.” This is one
description of “Emma’s Revolution”, the duo who will
perform a benefit concert for UU Mass Action on
Friday, Oct. 25.  The concert will be held at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of Wakefield at 8:00
p.m. Tickets are $25 in advance, $30 at the door. Go to
www.uumassaction.org/uuma/emmasrevolution/ to pur-
chase tickets, or send a check payable to “UU Mass
Action Network” at UU Mass Action Network, PO
Box 8207, Lynn, MA 01904

MUSINGS

Our amazing soprano soloist, Deborah Selig, will be
singing the role of Pamina in the upcoming Boston
Lyric Opera production of Mozart’s Magic Flute.
Details below!
New BLO production. A new English adaptation by
Leon Major, Kelley Rourke and John Conklin with
projected text. Oct. 4, 6, 9, 11, 13, at the Citi
Performing Arts Center Shubert Theatre. Evening per-
formances at 7:30 p.m. Matinees at 3:00 p.m.
Mozart’s magical world is unearthed when a group of
college students goes on an archeological trip to the
Yucatan and one is bitten by a snake. Celebrating the
depth and breadth of Boston’s artistic talent, BLO has
assembled a cast and creative team with national and
international credentials, and roots in the Boston arts
community, including Andrew Garland, Meredith
Hansen, and Zach Borichevsky. This new English lan-
guage adaptation by former BLO Artistic Director
Leon Major, Kelley Rourke and our own John Conklin
showcases Mozart’s exuberant score. The Oct. 4 world
premiere will inaugurate The Opera Gala: A Season
Opening Celebration.

September 29 - October 12, 2013



COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
Join us on Oct. 6 for our FUSN Community Breakfast
at 9:00 a.m., in the Parish Hall. Toddlers welcome, we
have high chairs available for them. The menu (eggs,
eggbeater omelets, fried potatoes, pancakes, biscuits,
bacon, sausage, juice and coffee) is great and the price
($4) is unbeatable. Clean-up help appreciated.
Upcoming Community Breakfast dates: Nov. 3, Dec.
15, Jan. 12, Feb. 9, March 23, April 13, and May 18.

VESPER SERVICE

The monthly Vespers service with the Vermilion
Quartet, Amelia LeClair, director, will be Sunday,
Oct. 13  at 7:30 p.m. in our sanctuary. The service is
designed for diversity of spirit and thoughtful medita-
tion. This is a unique monthly service of music led by
the Vermilion Quartet and poetry—written or chosen—
read by FUSN’s poets. Vespers will last just half an
hour—a way to set aside the noise and stress of daily
life and to spend some time in stillness and mystery. 
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