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SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M

The theme for September is Vulnerability
Sept. 28 - Rev. Meghan Cefalu
The theme for October is Evil
Oct. 5 - Rev. Erin Splaine
Oct. 12 - Rev. Aaron Stockwell
Oct. 19 - Rev. Erin Splaine
Oct. 26 - Wheel of Life Service

LUNCH WITH ERIN AND MEGHAN

Wednesday, Oct. 15, noon in the Alliance Room. Yes,
there is such a thing as a free lunch! Any and all are
invited to join Erin and Meghan for soup and conver-
sation at noon on the 15th in the Alliance Room.
Long-time members of the community and those
who are retired are especially invited. Please let Fran
know if you plan to attend so we will know how
much soup to prepare. Also, let us know if you need
a ride.

FERRY BEACH UPDATE

Ferry Beach sign-up is due
October 3, send in your forms
today! Mark your calendars for
the annual FUSN Ferry Beach
Columbus Day weekend
retreat! Oct.10 - Oct. 13. 

NOTES FROM ERIN

Every Sunday morning a member of the Board of
Trustees begins our service by saying in part, “We
gather here as an open community that honors free-
dom of belief, encourages spiritual growth in our-
selves and our children, and shares the wisdom of the
many religious traditions, with reverence for the
earth and in service to humanity.” FUSN is the
blending of individuals into a community of caring.
We arrive together each having come from different
beliefs, backgrounds and experiences in a shared
search for truth and meaning. Our being together is
testament to the fact that we need one another, that
our individual lives are enriched by our communal
life. We are a community of care and respect — of
hope and memories — of invitation and welcome for
all.
Everyone has a place here and everyone is a member
of our community. Yet there is another step beyond
being a member of the community and that is becom-
ing a signed member of our congregation.
Membership in this congregation requires no creedal
commitment; our free faith imposes no standardized
expectation regarding theology, spiritual practice, or
belief. If you haven’t already taken the step to deep-
en your connection to FUSN, I hope you will.
Meghan and the Member Services Committee will be
hosting a “New to UU” class on Saturday morning
Oct. 4. If you are new to FUSN or have been here for
a while; if you have questions and/or want to connect
with other newcomers,  I hope you will add the
“New to UU” class to your calendar. Bagels and cof-
fee will be available at 8:30 a.m., the class begins at 
9:00 a.m. Childcare is provided. Please RSVP to
Fran, office@fusn.org.          Continued on next page
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We are something to be part of, a community in which
to delight and take pride — a place to know and be
known. We are a community for worship and for coun-
sel — for friendship and for fun — for learning and
for discussion — for shared effort and common sup-
port — for acting on our values and our faith in the
larger world. We are a place where all of us, young
and old alike, are treasured and taught and learned
from. FUSN is the wonderful place that it is because
of all of us working to make it so. We all have a place
here and I am so grateful that you all are here.

FROM THE BOARD
Leadership as a Spiritual Practice
Do you think of yourself as a leader at FUSN?
Perhaps you are bringing to FUSN some of the very
financial, organizational or legal skills you use in your
work outside FUSN. You have designed a course for
our Adult Education Program around one of your 
talents or in an area you want to explore. You may be
new to FUSN and looking for a way to contribute.
Because FUSN has only a small staff, we have many
opportunities for lay leadership, including formal roles
like chairing a committee, organizing an auction or
serving on the board, and ongoing informal opportuni-
ties to bring your thinking to a meeting or help 
connect people with common interests.
In Serving with Grace: Lay Leadership is a Spiritual
Practice, Erik Walker Wikstrom writes that leadership
is a spiritual practice, which we can bring into all
aspects of our life in a Unitarian society. It means
bringing our FUSN principles into every interaction.
In the process, we get to know others and make
friends. We build new knowledge for ourselves in the
process. And we learn about ourselves.
Wikstrom quotes Bishop Desmond Tutu saying that in
making leadership a spiritual practice we can make the
church an “audio visual aide for how the world should
be.” Rather than being only practical and goal-orient-
ed, leadership can be transformational.
One of the Board’s goals this year is to build on the
work of a Leadership Development Committee (LDC)
that was chartered by our Governance Task Force a
few years ago. The job of the LDC is to design a
process to identify, recruit, and prepare promising
leaders. Over the past two years the LDC has designed
and taught a training session for Board and Operations
Council members, and designed a course on leadership
as a spiritual practice. Over the next weeks and
months, Jon Reuman, Lesley Sneddon and I will be
working on how to continue and deepen that work. 
We would like to know your thoughts about the 
question, How can leadership at FUSN be a spiritual
practice? What examples have you seen? What would
you like to see? Write your thoughts to us at 
catherine.morocco@gmail.com.

-Cathy Morocco, FUSN Board of Trustees

RECONNECTION
The Religious Education programs are off to a won-
derful start! The Children’s Religious Education class-
es are underway, and the children are enjoying a spec-
trum of activities, games, and art projects as they learn
about Unitarian Universalism and the world around
them. The Coming of Age (COA) program has started
with a bang, already digging deeply into the history of
FUSN as well as the history of Unitarian Universalism
in the greater Boston area. If you haven’t explored the
tremendous local UU history in our area, there’s quite
a bit in our area you and your family can explore! The
candidates, their adult mentors, and the COA
Coordinating Team will be away the weekend of Sept.
27 and 28 at Thompson Island for a retreat to deepen
their relationships and launch the year. The Youth
Group started the year with a picnic and have been
discerning their activities for the year, and Adult R.E.
classes are also underway.  

If you are not yet engaged in Religious Education at
FUSN, please feel welcome to join us!  Religious edu-
cation is a lifelong process, and there are many ways
you can get engaged. Over 75 people are volunteers in
our programs already, and many find this an important
part of their own spiritual development and sense of
commitment and community within the congregation.
As a new staff member, it’s been an absolute blessing
to see how engaged people here are, and how there's
always room for people to become more deeply
involved in the life of these programs. Please contact
me or Beth Walton, the Assistant Director of Religious
Education, if you too would like to become a part of
these programs and deepen your faith.

Lastly, I would like to invite you to consider with your
family, ways that you can engage the monthly worship
themes this year. Parents are the primary religious edu-
cators in a family, translating what happens in church
on Sunday into the rest of life, as busy as it may be.
What do the worship themes mean to you and your
family? Can you set up a ritual to talk about the Story
for All Ages at the Sunday dinner table? Please be in
touch with your ideas--I would love to hear how you
are bringing it home and would be delighted to share
these ideas with others. You can email me at
rowan@fusn.org.    -Rowan Van Ness



September 28 - October 11, 2014

MEMBERSHIP VOTE ON OCT. 5

The Board of Trustees has scheduled a vote on Sunday,
Oct. 5, at 11:45 a.m. The vote is the very last step
required by the UUA before we can submit our applica-
tion to become a certified Green Sanctuary. The UUA
wants to make sure that certified congregations continue
to support activities that are aligned with the 7th
Principle (“Respect for the interdependent web of all
existence of which we are a part.)” The Statement of
Commitment which will be up for a vote is posted on
the bulletin board in the hallway outside of Fran’s
Office. But are we committed? Can we be sure? Two
answers come to mind. First, the Green Sanctuary
Committee will continue the work that we have done
over the last five years. Our work has been supported by
FUSN members who have attended events, stepped up
with ideas, participated in planning, and expressed
appreciation. Second, FUSN’s commitment goes beyond
the projects of the GS Committee. Members contribute
to environmental work in their concerns about the quali-
ty of the food we eat, the invasive plants that threaten
our local forests and gardens, concerns about plastics,
divestment, the recent New York climate march, solar
panels and more, much more. As a congregation we live
the 7th Principle. The FUSN community is amazing.
The Green Sanctuary Committee requests that members
attend the meeting on Oct. 5 so we can officially
become a Certified Green Sanctuary.  

—Carrie van der Laan, on behalf 
of the Green Sanctuary Committee

GREEN SANCTUARY EVENT
Endocrine Disrupters: Can We Avoid These Hormone-
like Chemicals? Sunday, Sept. 28; 11:45 a.m. 2:30 p.m.
Sponsored by the Green Sanctuary Committee. Our
expert panel will include: Julie Brody, PhD, Executive
Director of Silent Spring Institute; Doris Lewis, PhD,
Professor Emerita, Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry, Suffolk University; Laura Hake, PhD,
Associate Professor of Biology, Boston College. They
will present some facts and answer your questions about
endocrine disruptors. Parents, parents-to-be, and other
adults will learn valuable information about what to
avoid and how to make healthy decisions. Child care
and lunch will be provided. Register with Fran Clancy
by Thursday, Sept. 25.

THE PEOPLE’S CLIMATE MARCH

The turnout in New York was estimated at 400,000
marchers, much larger than expected. Folks at the back
of the thirty-block-long staging area didn’t start to walk
until well over two hours after the official start. 
It was well-organized street theatre, with music, cos-
tumes, and feisty slogans galore: Nature doesn’t do
bailouts. No passengers on Spaceship Earth—only crew.
Too big to fail [with photo of Earth from space].
The crowd was impressively diverse—physicians and
bicyclists, vegans and anti-capitalists, advocates for
indigenous peoples and renewable energy--people who
wouldn’t necessarily agree on many things, all asking
for attention to some aspect of the same issue. 
A start. I’ll certainly consider going to the next such
event. -Eric Haas

ADULT RE EVENT
Speakers in Tuesday Criminal Justice Series
To continue the study action work of “The New Jim
Crow” book, held at FUSN during the spring of this
year, we are offering four speakers on various topics, on
Tuesday evenings. Please come to one or all and bring a
friend or neighbor. Each program will start at 7:00 p.m.,
in the chapel.
Oct. 14 - Barbara Dougan, Families Against Mandatory
Minimums, Topic: Smarter Sentencing
Oct. 28 - Tony Smith, New Start Program, Topic:
Re-Entry
Nov. 18 - Louellyn Lambros, Pre-Trial Working Group,
Topic: Pre-Trial Detention and Bail Reform
Nov. 25: - Senator James Eldridge, Harm Reduction
Caucus, Mass. Senate, Topic: Criminal Justice legisla-
tive agenda, Restorative Justice

-Nancy Wrenn, chair, Criminal Justice Task Force

Food Bank: Our remaining visits to the Greater Boston
Food Bank for 2014-2015: Oct. 18, Nov. 15, Dec. 13.
Jan. 10, Feb. 21, March 14, April 4, May 9, June 13. 



COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
Join us for our Community Breakfast on Oct, 5.
Toddlers welcome, we have high chairs available for
them. The menu (eggs, eggbeater omelets, fried pota-
toes, pancakes, biscuits, bacon, sausage, juice and cof-
fee) is great and the price ($4) is unbeatable. Clean-up
help appreciated. Upcoming Community Breakfast
dates: Nov. 9; Dec. 14; Jan. 11; Feb. 8; March 8; April
12, May 17.
Deadline for the first newsletter is Sept. 23.

VESPERS AT FUSN
Second Sundays, 10/5 (exception), 11/9, 12/14, 1/11;
7:30 -8:00 p.m. Director: Amelia LeClair. This is the
fourth year for Vespers at FUSN. If you haven’t found it
yet, we encourage you to come discover this hidden
treasure. 

Deadline for the next Newsletter is Oct. 7.

NEWCOMER POTLUCK SUPPER

Saturday, Oct. 18 - 5:30 -
8:30 p.m. Please contact
bnroberts@comcast.net or
617-332-5082.
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