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SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M
The theme for November is Courage
Nov. 9 - Rev. Erin Splaine
Nov. 16 - Music Sunday: “When we come to it”
Nov. 23 - Rev. Erin Splaine
Nov. 30 - Thanksgiving Service

DAY OF REMEMBRANCE

FUSN will mark the national Transgender Day of
Remembrance with a candlelight vigil on Thursday
Nov. 20. The Sanctuary will be open at 6:30 p.m., for
a time of meditation and music, and the vigil will
begin at 7:00 p.m.
The annual Transgender Day of Remembrance
(TDOR) memorializes individuals who have died
throughout the world in the previous year because of
anti-transgender hatred. Each November, the world-
wide transgender community turns its attention to
family, friends and loved ones lost to violence and
prejudice. A  tradition inspired by the Allston, MA
vigil for slain transsexual Rita Hester in 1998, this
day has become the worldwide rallying point for a
community long under siege. Please join with us on
this day to rememer our departed friends, loved ones,
and community members.

NOTE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

A Stewardship consultant from the UUA will be
meeting with the Board and other lay leaders over
the weekend of Nov. 14-16. These meetings will help
the Board determine if FUSN is ready to consider
launching a capital campaign in the next several
years. You will hear briefly from Mark Ewert, our
consultant, at the end of the service on Nov. 16, and
he will be available to chat at coffee hour as well.

NOTES FROM ERIN

There are so many ways that our all too human lives
keep us constantly moving - preoccupied with
thoughts of what we need to do - where we need to
be next. Increasingly it seems that the most common
answer to the question “how are you?” is not about
what might be going on in our lives but rather
“busy.” One of the many aspects that makes FUSN a
different kind of place in our lives is that we offer
each other varying opportunities to be either engaged
or to pause and reflect. Our monthly Vespers service
is one of the ways we can each take a moment to
slow down and reground ourselves.
Always the second Sunday of the month from 7:30-
8:00 in the Sanctuary, our Vespers service was creat-
ed and is offered by long-time member of our com-
munity Amy LeClair. With an eye toward history,
Amy has taken the historical understanding of the
Vespers service of other faith traditions and crafted a
uniquely Unitarian Universalist service of music,
poetry and peace. Our Vespers begins with a short
call to meditation or prayer, followed by an anthem
by Amy and her choir, a lighting of the chalice and
an invitation for everyone to come forward to light
their own candle. It is a very moving moment when
we each bring our individual light together to make
room for us all in the darkness. The service then 
continues with more music, and poetry read by other
members of our community.
If you are especially in need of a moment to step
back and slow down, I hope you will join Amy this
Sunday evening at Vespers for a time of music, 
poetry and peace.
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FROM THE BOARD

The Answer is People. Greetings fellow FUSN mem-
bers, please pardon me as I dispense with the antici-
pated facts, figures and current events associated with
this “ From the Board” column, in favor of a less 
formal, “Hi, my name is Gregg, I’m new to the Board,
and here’s a window into what I was thinking”, 
format.  Trust me, the number crunching posts will
come later as I become better acclimated with this
position on the BOT.                                   
While attending one of a multitude of workshops and
seminars, (geared to enhance our understanding of
what it takes as board members to better serve you,
our congregation), I was presented with what seemed
to be a very simple question… It was at the
Intercultural Competency workshop that we were
asked to describe, in one word, what we liked most
about being a contributing member of FUSN. My
answer was “people”, (although the coffee came in a
close second). I wasn’t completely sure why this par-
ticular word came to mind in the thirty-odd seconds in
which we had to respond. Sometime later, while con-
templating the answer to this lingering question, I
came across an item on the internet that reaffirmed my
belief in the ability of “people” to bring love and
understanding into a sometimes difficult, frightening
world.
I was initially drawn in by the photo of a female mem-
ber of a seemingly unexploited African tribe. On her
face was an expression of both grief and relief. She
was surrounded by fellow tribal members involved in
what is a very beautiful custom. When a member of
the Ndebele people makes a mistake, the entire village
surrounds him/her and showers them with positive
commentary on how this particular individual is a val-
ued member who has contributed in many wonderful
ways to the village’s existence. They believe that
“humans are good at heart” and we all seek security,
peace, love and happiness. Occasionally, while pursu-
ing this, we make mistakes and when that happens,
this tribe unites to reconnect that member with his/her
true nature. SAWUBONA, this tribe’s traditional
greeting, translates to: I value you, I respect you, you
are important to me. The response of SIKHONA
meaning: So I exist for you…  EUREKA, there it was
the reason for my one word answer…  “People” are
good at heart.   

FROM THE BOARD (continued)
Our Unitarian Universalist faith calls us to affirm the
inherent worth and dignity of every person. We do this
through the act of forgiveness. Wow, our congregation
and this distant village virtually share the same vision,
(and to think, they did it without computers)!
Seriously though, this one story also answered an
equally profound question I’ve been pondering, “What
was I thinking when I said yes to this position”? I can
only respond with SIKHONA: I exist for you… 

-Respectfully, Gregg DiBiaso, Board of Trustees

LUNCH WITH ERIN AND MEGHAN
Thursday, Nov. 13, noon in the Alliance Room. Yes,
there is such a thing as a free lunch! Any and all are
invited to join Erin and Meghan for soup and 
conversation at noon on the 13th in the Alliance
Room. Long-time members of the community and
those who are retired are especially invited. Let Fran
know if you plan to attend so we will know how much
soup to prepare. Also, let us know if you need a ride.

THE FUSN HOLIDAY FAIR NEEDS YOU
This year, FUSN’s Holiday Fair is Saturday, Dec. 6
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The Holiday Fair is a
major fundraising event for FUSN. It takes many
hands and hearts to make this happen. It does take a
lot of dedicated effort to make this thing a success.  As
this year’s Holiday Fair Chair and lover of our FUSN
community, I’m asking if you would please help us
find volunteers and items to make this event a very
special one. If you can sign up or have questions,
please contact me, Bonnie McDonald. (I’m still work-
ing on setting up the iVolunteer portal, and will give
instructions on signing up that way soon.), holiday-
fair@fusn.org, or Bonnie314T@aol.com, 508-395-
1068.

FUSN FUN FRIDAY
Nov. 7 - 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. Come for a multigenerational
night of fellowship in the Parish Hall. Bring just your-
self or your friends, or your kids, or your kids’ friends!
We will have games and crafts for all ages, food and
hopefully some music. We’ll order pizza. Bring $5 to
contribute and/or bring a side dish to share. We need
more help: bring a craft you would like to help lead, a
theater games for all ages, or if you would like to help
us with set up, pizza ordering/food organizing, or
cleaning up after the event….let me know! RSVP to
me so we know how much pizza to order, what side
dish you plan to bring or what games/activities you
would like to help with. Meghan, 617-620-5464 or
Meghan@fusn.org
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MUSINGS 
On Nov. 16, FUSN’s many dedicated music program
volunteers will combine forces in our fall Music Sunday
service. Our Intergenerational Orchestra will play, the
Family Choir and the Sanctuary Choir will sing, the
Band will play, and CreationDance will dance. Music
Sunday celebrates our musicians and dancers as they in
turn celebrate our worship together as a congregation.
We will be playing, singing, and dancing in many musi-
cal styles: a Baroque choral-orchestral piece by the
Hebrew composer Salamone Rossi, a gospel song by
the Portland, OR musician Darrell Grant, an a capella
work by Carson Cooman – to name a few. 
I confess to having some anxiety about how obvious it
could possibly be to anyone besides myself that these
pieces “belong” together. One organizing principle in
this diverse mix of genres and styles is a benedictory
passage attributed to the early American minister John
Murray:
Go out into the highways and by-ways
And give the people something of your new vision.
You may possess only a small light, but uncover it and
let it shine.
Use it to bring more understanding to the hearts and
minds of men.
Give them not Hell, but hope and courage.
Do not push them deeper into their despair,
But preach the kindness and the everlasting love of
God.
These words will be sung and quoted and combined
with images of hope, and the waters of righteousness,
and “songs of…exquisite sweetness” (Maya Angelou).
Kind of a Thanksgiving stew, really, and all of our
FUSN musicians and dancers and readers are looking
forward to singing Jason Sheldon’s hymn with you:
“Words and deeds of those before us Waken here to
keep us strong; Blend our voices in the chorus Of cre-
ation’s living song. Courage bids us lift our eyes
Upward to the shining skies, Hope calls us on.”

-Anne Watson Born

We are looking for readers for the Nov. 16 Music
Sunday service. Please contact Anne Watson Born if
you’re interested, music@fusn.org
Interested in Caroling in December? Email Anne,
music@fusn.org

HOLIDAY DONATIONS NEEDED
FUSN will be sending holiday donations to the Concord
prison inmates. The list below are the items approved
by the facility (they can’t receive any items not on
this list). Volunteers at the prison will make up gift bags
from these donations. Please look for the large decorat-
ed box inside the archway door on Washington street,
for collections. Items will be collected until Sunday,
Dec. 7., (nothing will be delivered after that time)
white crew socks with 5 inch ribbing
shampoo plastic bottle, 12-15 ounces
stick deodorant 2.5 size or larger
bar of deodorant soap 4-5 ounces
tube of toothpaste 5.8-6 ounces
white pad of paper 6 x9 or 5 x 8, no wire
white envelopes 6 3/4, 6 1/2 x 3 5/8             
Questions: Marylou@maryloum89@yahoo.com

FOLK FESTIVAL
Come hear FOUR outstanding and nationally touring
singer/songwriter acts in a rare Folk Festival held at
FUSN on Nov. 22! The fabulous lineup includes Meg
Hutchinson, Tom Pacheco, The Western Den and
FUSN’s own Catie Curtis! The event will benefit
Americans United for Separation of Church and State
and will be hosted by their Director, the Rev. Barry
Lynn. Invite your friends and come out for a great
night! Tickets at https://au.org/vu-fusn. Stop by the AU
table during coffee hour this Sunday, Nov. 9 to learn
more, buy tickets and hear a preview by Catie!

PROJECT ZAMBIA CELEBRATION
On Sunday, Nov. 23 at 7:30 p.m., in the Sanctuary
come to hear stories from 2014 travelers to Zambia.
This is the FUSN community’s chance to hear from
this year's travelers. They will share stories about their
experiences and report about our support for orphans
and vulnerable children in Zambia. We fund this work
through our donations to Communities Without
Borders. Please join us, and feel free to invite others.
All are welcome.

GUEST AT YOUR TABLE
Guest at Your Table envelopes will be distributed
Sunday Nov. 23 and collected Sunday Dec. 21. This is
a fundraiser for the Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee  (UUSC) which advances human rights in
the  US and worldwide. UUSC defends workers’
rights, promotes the right to clean drinking water and
supports healthcare and access to affordable food in
Haiti. Gifts of $125 or more will be matched by the
UU church in Manhasset, NY.



COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
Join us for our Community Breakfast on Nov. 9.
Toddlers welcome, we have high chairs available for
them. The menu (eggs, eggbeater omelets, fried pota-
toes, pancakes, biscuits, bacon, sausage, juice and cof-
fee) is great and the price ($4) is unbeatable. Clean-up
help appreciated. Upcoming Community Breakfast
dates: Dec. 14; Jan. 11; Feb. 8; March 8; April 12, May
17.

VESPERS AT FUSN
Second Sundays, Nov. 9, Dec. 14, Jan. 11; 7:30 - 8:00
p.m. 
The Music, Poetry and Peace in our Vespers service this
month will include works by the women of Vermilion:
a composition written for women's trio by Amelia
LeClair based on the poetry of Anne Bradstreet; a com-
position of accompanied chant by Martha Bancroft
based on the lovely evensong “collect” prayers from the
Book of Common Prayer, and chant by Hildegard von
Bingen sung by our guest alto, Moragh Ramage,
accompanied by freely improvised vocal drone. Join us
for your soft opening in to the week to follow!

CHRISTMAS TREES
FUSN will once again be selling Balsam
Firs for holiday decorating. In case any
newcomers are reading this: we set up a lot
in the back yard of the church complete
with lights and signs, and sell trees to
FUSNites and the general community. All

the set-up, sales, and clean-up are handled by volun-
teers from the congregation. It’s a lot of work, a lot of
fun, and a significant fund raiser for the church.
The trees are scheduled to arrive this year on Dec. 2—
mark that date on your calendar, because we need
every able-bodied person we can get to help unload
the truck, and we will be open for business starting the
weekend of the Holiday Fair.
Beginning  Nov. 9, we will have a table at coffee hour
every Sunday for the rest of the month, where folks
can order and pre-pay for trees—receiving a $5 dis-
count in the process—and sign up for a shift on the
sales lot. Additionally, the Tree Team is looking for
another permanent member. No experience neces-
sary—although a certain tolerance for cold weather is
helpful!
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