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SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M
11/25 -  “What Will You Bring to the Feast”
Thanksgiving Intergenerational Service
12/2 - “Quiet in Heart” - Rev. Erin Splaine 
Dec 2 Second Collection - Habitat for Humanity facili-
tates home ownership for low-income families by pro-
viding them with zero-interest mortgages. FUSN has a
long history of volunteerism with Habitat. We help build
homes. Habitat now requests a contribution of $750 to
send our team to a work day. Please help with your gen-
erous donation.
12/9 - “Love’s Pure Light” - Rev. Erin Splaine
12/16 - Solstice Service  

HEALTHY BABY/HEALTHY CHILD 
This is the fourth year the FUSN   
community is being asked to make 
the holidays special for at risk 
families identified by the Boston 
Public Health Service nurses through
the Healthy Baby/Healthy Child 
program. This program is designed 
to promote infant survival, positive

birth outcomes, oral health, and family unity among
vulnerable populations. On Dec. 2 in the Parish hall
the Healthy Baby/Healthy Child tree will be dusted
off and the bulbs will be hung. Choose a bulb with
the wishes of a child, purchase a gift and return the
gift to the RE office before Dec. 18. Your generosity
will make a difference to that child on Christmas
morning. Thank you -Beth Walton, Assistant DRE

A NOTE FROM ERIN
Greetings from high above the fruited plains. As I
write this I am somewhere over the middle of the
country heading for Thanksgiving and a gathering of
family. While most of my immediate family lives on
the east coast, I have a niece and nephew who live in
California and this year we are all headed to them for
the holiday. The chance to spend time with my sweet
niece and nephew is more than enough incentive for
this nervous flyer to wing it to the coast.
Thanksgiving can be a complex holiday. It doesn’t
always come unencumbered; it doesn’t come without
its own possible perils. Yet still we travel or we wel-
come others — we cook and we pray — we gather as
families both chosen and inherited — sometimes
barely speaking — other times in the warmth of
being with those who know us best yet love us any-
way. There is something sweet about it all — a feast
of thanks — a gathering around turkey or tofu —
each finding our own reasons and our own ways to
be thankful.
For me of late the heart of the holiday lives deep in
the hours that follow the meal. That time of the day
when the dishes are done — when the pie sits wait-
ing for round two to begin — when the dog and the
company are napping — when the kids have found a
quiet — and the light of the afternoon struggles for
one last moment with us.  
In that moment when all around seems to have sus-
pended itself in amber — when the year — the day
— the moment is engulfed in a quiet stillness that is
shared by all. In that hallow of time — when for a
blessed moment we have the chance to listen and feel
the stillness. When we have a rare moment of pause
— when we can see the world around us — the fami-
ly and friends who love us — the house that keeps us 
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warm — the community at FUSN that cares for us and
the world that is yet to be.  That is the heart of
Thanksgiving and I for one am grateful.

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
We come together in an open community that honors
freedom of belief, to encourage spiritual growth in
ourselves and our children, to share the wisdom of the
many religious traditions, with reverence for the earth
and in service to humanity.

-FUSN Statement of Purpose
The Board of Trustees, as part of its mission to serve
the community as a visioning board, aims to highlight
FUSN’s Core Values. Here we consider our core value
of Social Justice.
Anyone who spends even a casual amount of time at
FUSN soon sees how passionate our community is
about service to humanity – not because of the volume
of activity but rather because of the deep connection
between the people involved and the issues and con-
cerns to which they are, each in their own way, work-
ing to bring some measure of justice.
I had the privilege, last weekend, to be part of the
Coming of Age (COA) weekend trip into Boston
where the candidates, mentors, and COA leaders
joined with staff from Ecclesia ministries to reach out
to at least a segment of Boston’s homeless population.
While other write-ups will likely describe this event in
much greater detail, I just wanted to say that while the
experience demonstrated, overwhelmingly, how long
the road to social justice really is, the mutual exchange
that happened between our group – especially our
young candidates – and individuals in such different
circumstances, was a moving example of what our
core value of social justice can – at its best – be all
about.  
Thanksgiving is a time when we are encouraged to
reflect on the gifts we have been given. Sallie Jiao
Tisdale, a Zen teacher and writer, says that “generosity
requires that we relinquish something, and this is
impossible if we are not glad for what we have.” This
year, as in all the past eleven years that my family and
I have been part of this community, I am grateful for
FUSN and the many, many ways in which this com-
munity demonstrates generosity each and every day.

-On behalf of the Board, Charlie Watts

50 YEARS AT FUSN

Next month, Helen Lein celebrates her 50th year of
being a member of the First Unitarian Society in
Newton. When asked about her experience here, Helen
Lein starts at the beginning:
I was brought up Catholic, and although I did not
agree with its teaching on abortion, birth control,
divorce, and celibacy, I went to mass every Sunday. I
loved to dance and I used to go to the Saturday dance
at the YMCA. One night I met a wonderful, kind, and
caring man. He was standing on the other side of the
room. I liked his looks; to me it seemed like he had
character. I thought, "I hope he asks me to dance." It
seemed like mental telepathy. He walked over and
asked me to dance. We talked and we seemed to hit it
off. Then we started to date.
He was a lifelong Unitarian. I dated different boys
from the dance, but after meeting Arthur, I knew he
was the one I wanted to spend my life with. We were
married by a Unitarian minister. I went to the
Unitarian Church with Arthur and enjoyed the people I
met there.
I always loved poetry. If I found a poem I liked, I
would memorize it and recite it to my mother when I
was growing up. She enjoyed it.
I was shy all through school and I felt I had to do
something about it. So after graduating from High
School, I went to the Boston Center for Adult
Education. (It closed a few years ago.) I took “Voice
and Diction,” “Eastern Philosophy,” and “Ballroom
Dancing.”
I had an excellent teacher for “Voice and Diction;” I
absorbed what she taught me. I learned to speak well,
and it gave me confidence. So when my children were
in elementary school, I volunteered in the library and
read to the children. I held the attention of every child.
At FUSN, I was walking in the corridor and Harry
Taplin, Ginny Taplin’s father-in-law, asked me to help
in the Sunday School. He was RE Director then. That
was 1961.
So I helped in the kindergarten class, and read stories
to the children. They enjoyed my stories.
At Sandy Island where we go on vacation, I am in the
talent show. I get many compliments for the poems I
recite.



OPERATIONS COUNCIL
One of the tasks that the Operations Council has taken
on over the last few years is that of memorializing
existing FUSN policies and establishing new ones
where needed. These policies cover a variety of topics.
We know many of you are now grimacing at the
thought that we have such policies, as FUSNites are by
and large a free-wheeling bunch. However, we are a
good sized congregation with a myriad of activities
going on. The Operations Council feels that we need
some rules to make sure activities are somewhat coor-
dinated and that we can minimize those hopefully
minor conflicts that can occur when we have numer-
ous demands on our facilities, time and communica-
tion vehicles. So please understand that we do this
with the best intentions.
We recommend that you periodically take a look at the
website so you have some idea of what our existing
policies are and how they may impact any FUSN
activities that you are involved in. To see what is in
effect, go to the Website, go to the About Us tab, then
How FUSN Works, then Policy and Information
Issuances.

CONNECTIONS
It's Secret Santa time again! Sign up next Sunday Nov.
25 at coffee hour to give a gift to an inner-city child from
Stand High Stand United, a program of the UU Urban
Ministry. We will be collecting the gifts on Sun., Dec. 2,
and they will be distributed at the UUUM Holiday party
the following Saturday. Your gift will make a child very
happy. For more information call Judy Friedman, 617-325-
9886 or judyfried@verizon.net.
Collections for the Disaster Relief Fund - FUSN
dedicated the Sunday collection on Nov. 4 to the
Hurricane Sandy UU Disaster Relief Fund. Even
though the congregation only had short notice about
this, your generosity was impressive as the collection
totaled $4,016. Thanks to everyone who gave so gen-
erously.
Don’t be left out! Know what’s going on at FUSN by
receiving the electronic Business or General FUSN
email list. The Business list contains emails concern-
ing church activities only. The General list contains all
the Business list emails, plus other stuff -- recommen-
dations, opinions, jokes, etc. The Digest is great for
those of us beleaguered by cluttered inboxes -- you
receive the day’s entries all in one email, arriving at
9:00 p.m. To receive any email list, send your request
to Jud at jud.leonard@gmail.com, and specify which
list you want to receive: Business, Business Digest,
General or General Digest. Anyone at FUSN can send
an email to either list at fusn-business@lists.fusn.org
or fusn@lists.fusn.org (General List). 

MESSIAH SING!

Come sing (or listen to) Handel’s Messiah with full
orchestra and great soloists: Jessica Cooper, Stephanie
Kacoyanis, Brendan Buckley, & Robert Honeysucker.
Anne Watson Born conducting. The Sing benefits
Project Bread. Friday, Dec. 7; 7:30 p.m., All Saints
Parish, 1773 Beacon Street, Brookline, MA. 
617-584-7550

FUSN CAROLING

As we did last year, we will be caroling at Newton
Health Care Center (2101 Washington St., Newton,
MA  02462) on Saturday Dec. 15, beginning around
5:00 p.m., followed by neighborhood caroling and a
potluck get-together. Please let Anne Watson Born
know if you’re interested in singing! All ages are wel-
come. music@fusn.org

VERMILLION VESPER SERVICES
A Recommendation - There are so many demands on
our energies and our time that adding another may seem
out of the question, but I would encourage any and all
to try the Vermilion Vespers in the FUSN sanctuary on
the 2nd Sunday evening of the month at 7:30 p.m. Here
you will find a 45 minute respite from those demands:
exquisite, clear vocal harmonies in music drawn from
many traditions, poetry readings (by FUSN members),
gently lit sanctuary with a peaceful shared stillness
before and after, and an invitation to carry that quietness
along with you as you leave. I have been attending these
services for several years and each time I am so glad I
have done so. Come on Dec. 9 at 7:30 p.m. - it will be a
wonderful gift to yourself. -Clare Kastner

THANK UUS

The Operations Council wants to thank all of the
wonderful singers and musicians who participated in
the Music Sunday service. It was terrific. And a spe-
cial thanks to our Music Director Anne Watson Born
who puts it all together with great talent and energy.
We are truly fortunate to have her. 
Thank you to the 3rd and 4th graders and their
teachers for the delicious Stone Soup they prepared
and shared with those of us lucky enough to get a
bowl.
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COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

Join us on Dec. 9 for our FUSN Community Breakfast
at 9:00 a.m., in the Parish Hall. Toddlers welcome, we
have high chairs available for them. The menu (eggs,
eggbeater omelets, fried potatoes, pancakes, biscuits,
bacon, sausage, juice and coffee) is great and the price
($4) is unbeatable. Clean-up help appreciated.
Upcoming Community Breakfast dates: Jan. 13, Feb.
10, March 17, Apr. 7 and May 5.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Fund Our Communities Not War - Monday, Dec. 3,
7:30 p.m. Meeting of the Fund Our Communities, Not
War advocacy group in the Alliance Room.  All wel-
come.
FUSN New Year’s Eve Party in 2 Parts: early evening
for all ages; later evening for teens and adults. Monday
Dec. 31 at FUSN. Dancing with DJ Norm, Games,
Snacks, & Ball Drops. 
Deadline for next newsletter is Dec. 4, 9:00 a.m.

PARKING ON HIGHLAND STREET 
Please be warned that parking on the west
side of Highland Street is now prohibited
from Washington Street to Temple Street at
all times. A small group from FUSN is look-
ing into the situation and determining what if

anything can be done about it. 

ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR
The First Unitarian Society in Newton will hold an
Alternative Gift Fair on Sunday, Dec. 9 from 11:30 -
1:00 p.m. Please save the date. With stress, expense
and expectations surrounding the holidays, it is no
wonder they often exhaust rather than uplift us.
Contributing to a charitable organization in the name
of a loved one honors them, nurtures our own holiday
spirit and can ease gift buying stress. When you make
a donation toward a specific charitable organization,
you receive a card to give to your recipient which
details your gift contribution in their name. It provides
a perfect opportunity to buy for those folks who have
what they need. Organizations represented include
international and major local charitable efforts. Tax
deductible gifts start at $10.00. For tips on simplifying
the holidays, check out www.newdream.org
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