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SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M
5/25 - Rev. Andrea Greenwood 
Andrea Greenwood is a born UU and, after attending
Meadville/Lombard Theological School, was
ordained by her home congregation of Reading, MA
25 years ago. She briefly served the Northwest
Congregation in Atlanta before being called to
Watertown in 1992. Gerry Krick was her first friend-
ly colleague in the area! With her husband, Mark
Harris, Andrea has three teenaged sons and a two
year old book: An Introduction to the Unitarian and
Universalist Traditions.  
6/1 - R.E. Sunday - Rev. Erin Splaine
4:00 p.m. - Rebecca Hind’s Ordination
6/8 - Flower Sunday

ANNUAL REPORTS 
Calling All Committee Chairs! Let the rest of the
congregation know what a great time you had chair-
ing your committee. The deadline for your submis-
sion to the Annual Report is Friday, May 30. Send
your submissions to office@fusn.org. Thank you.
The Annual Meeting and FUSN Barbeque will take
place on Sunday, June 8 after the service.

CASH YOUR CHECKS
Please note that, per our financial policies, FUSN will
not honor, after the end of this fiscal year (May 31,
2014), any uncashed checks that it has issued which
have a date that is more than a year prior to May 31,
2014. If you have received a check from FUSN within
the last year and have not cashed it, please cash it if
you still have it and it is less than six months old. If
you do not still have it or the uncashed check that you
have is more than six months old but less than a year,
please see Fran to arrange for a new check to be
issued.

ORDINATION OF REBECCA HINDS
Sunday June 1, 4:00 p.m.

At the First Unitarian Society in Newton
1326 Washington St. West Newton, MA

Along with the First Parish in Lincoln, our congrega-
tion will be ordaining Rebecca Hinds into Unitarian
Universalist ministry this spring. In Unitarian
Universalism congregations ordain ministers, not the
denominational authority or other ministers. So, this
is a very special honor for the congregations
involved. Rebecca has served as the Youth Programs
Coordinator here at FUSN for three years and as the
student minister at First Parish Lincoln for one year.
Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend and 
participate in this blessing and recognition of
Rebecca’s call to ministry. Childcare will be provided
and a reception will follow. The reception will be
potluck. FUSN attendees are invited to bring a
savory hors d’oeuvres (finger food please!). 

KEEP OUR RE PROGRAM STRONG
Beth and the RE Council are working hard to line up
next year’s teaching teams, mentors, and other RE 
volunteers who help make our Lifespan Religious
Education Program so strong. Our goal is to have it
all in place by the end of May, both as a way of
thanking Perry for his hard work and facilitating the
transition to the new Acting Director of Religious
Education who is being hired for the next church
year. Please come by the RE Table during coffee
hour, pick up one of our new brochures, and get your
name on our RE tree. Doing so will deepen your
FUSN roots!

Questions?  Contact Kim Shanks, kashanks@com-
cast.net or Beth Walton, reassist@fusn.org 
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FROM THE BOARD

Once again, I follow the lead of my compatriots on the
Board and, like Jon Reuman, offer a poem that has
meant a great deal to me over the years:
Prayer
Whatever happens. Whatever
what is is is what
I want. Only that. But that. 
Galway Kinnell
Holly (my spouse) and I included this poem as part of
our wedding ceremony in 1986 and it has proven to be
an enormous comfort to me, especially when it comes
to embracing change in all its expected and unexpect-
ed forms. I think of this now because it is finally
Spring and it always amazes me how completely our
landscape evolves over such a short window of time. 
I think of this now because we had, last Sunday, the
chance to celebrate the milestone of our 8th graders
Coming of Age and sharing with us their hopes and
beliefs – both those that they’ve always known and
those that are new and emerging. I think of this now
because we’re going through a change in the leader-
ship of our religious education program and I am
grateful for what we have and excited about what’s to
come. And I think of this now because we are about to
change gears from pushing through our Annual Budget
Drive to evaluating what our results mean in terms of
our resources and our plans for next year.
And I think of this because I will soon wrap up my
term as your Board chair. Given my lack of previous
experience, I figured a “whatever happens. Whatever
what is” spirit would be helpful! To my tremendous
delight – and much like other leaps of faith I’ve taken
at FUSN – it has been an extremely engaging, reward-
ing, and fulfilling journey. I am grateful to my fellow
Board members, our ministers, and all of you who
have supported the various endeavors of the Board for
keeping me on track and making a number of chal-
lenging tasks feel almost manageable!
As some of you know, our family is moving to
Providence in June. It is home base for Holly’s family,
we both went to school there, and the restaurants are
15% cheaper! We found a house that we think will
contain most of our chaos and we’re feeling very
lucky. Leaving FUSN, however, opens up a great big 

FROM THE BOARD (continued)

gap in my heart. No newsletter column can contain my
gratitude for the existence of all of you – and for this
place – but it’s a start. 
Only that. But that. 

-Charlie Watts, BOT Chair

CURBING YOUR ADDICTION TO PLASTIC

Every year the United States uses 100 billion plastic
shopping bags for an average of 12 minutes before
they get tossed. Plastic bags kill hundreds of thou-
sands of birds, land animals and marine life. These
bags don't “go away” - they collect in the ocean
garbage gyres, landfills and every corner of the planet.
Each bag takes between 200 - 1000 years to disinte-
grate, and when they do, they break up into microplas-
tics that attract toxins, get into our food supply, and
end up on our dinner table. Join us to watch a portion
of the award winning documentary “Bag It”; explore
health concerns; see alternatives for shopping, storage,
personal care; and consider local and state legislation
and other action to curb your addiction to plastic.
Adults, high and middle school students welcomed.
First Unitarian Society of Newton, 1326 Washington
Street, Children’s Chapel, May 20 7:00 p.m.

CONNECTIONS
The FUSN community extends their sympathy to the
family of long time member Cynthia Gilles. Cynthia
died May 9.
Community Breakfast. Join us on May 18 for our
FUSN Community Breakfast at 9:00 a.m., in the Parish
Hall. Toddlers welcome, we have high chairs available
for them. The menu (eggs, eggbeater omelets, fried
potatoes, pancakes, biscuits, bacon, sausage, juice and
coffee) is great and the price ($4) is unbeatable. Clean-
up help appreciated. 

Deadline for next Newsletter is May 27 at 9:00 a.m.
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May, 14, 2014

Dear all, 

If you were one of the estimated 140+ able to make it to the Annual Budget Drive BBQ celebration
dinner/dance on Saturday the 3rd, you know we had pretty much a standing-room-only crowd happily
enjoying both the delicious food from Blue Ribbon and the dance-worthy music of White Collar
Crime, anchored by our own Arthur Anderson.  In many ways, it was a classic FUSN event that came
together quickly and was made festive by all of you who came, who brought beverages and desserts,
and who pitched in throughout! 

In addition to eating and dancing, it was a perfect time for the Annual Budget Drive team to thank
everyone who has participated in this year’s effort to raise the pledges that pay our bills, support our
staff, and sustain such a rich menu of events at FUSN. In this context – and as the Operations Council
works with the Finance Committee to develop next year’s budget (which is based in large part on the
pledges you are making today) – it is important that we all have a clear sense of where we are relative
to our goal.  While we are delighted to report – based on our best estimate of what has been
pledged – that we will reach 93% of our goal of $585,000, that remaining 7% is roughly $40,000.
Clearly, we will need to consider carefully how the shortfall could impact our budget for next year.

In the meantime, on behalf of both the Board and the Operations Council, Susan and I would like to
make one final appeal to those who have yet to pledge and say that FUSN is very much in need of your
support. Of course, if you have already pledged, but are moved to offer perhaps just a bit more, your
generosity will be eagerly welcomed! 

Much like the dishes getting done at the party… or the COA candidates crossing that threshold from
child to youth… or any of the other amazing programming that happens at FUSN… it all depends on
the interdependent web of all of us pitching in.

If you have questions, or need assistance in making or augmenting your pledge, please contact any
member of the ABD team:

• Barbara Deck (badeck1@gmail.com)
• Jonathan Lilienfeld (jonathan.lilienfeld@gmail.com)
• Sharon Sisskind (sharonsisskind@gmail.com)

With thanks and gratitude,

Charlie Watts Susan Bartlett
Chair, Board of Trustees Chair, Operations Council



CLOSING OUT THE YEAR
A Big Day of Year End Events - Just a reminder
about the year end events at FUSN on Sunday June 8.

Right after services the Annual
FUSN Barbeque which this year
will be combined with the RE
sponsored Sundaes on Sunday.
And last, but not least, at 12:30
we will be having our Annual
Meeting to elect officials for
next year, vote on the budget and
conduct other important FUSN
business. Childcare will be pro-
vided. So you can enjoy some

tasty (and free) treats, and then participate in the
Annual Meeting where members get to vote on key
FUSN decisions. Even if you are not a member, come
and see our democratic society in action.   
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