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SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M
1/25 - “Power of Community” - Rowan Van Ness, 

Acting Director of Religious Education
Feb. 1 - Rev. Erin Splaine
The worship themes for the spring are:
January - Power April - Soul
February - Faith May - Freedom
March - Redemption June - Play

Join us for Fun at FUSN - Friday, Jan. 23 starting
at 5:30 - Come for a truly multigenerational night of
fellowship in the Parish Hall. Bring just yourself or
come with your friends or your kids or your kids’
friends. We’ll begin at 5:30 pm and eat and play and
dance together until 8:00 or so. Get to know other
families. We need some help to ensure a fun time for
all. If you have a craft you would like to help lead,
you know some theater games for all ages, or you
would like to help  RSVP to Bill Dusett,
dusett@rcn.com. 

NAME TAGS

Please wear your name tag. The box of name tags
is located in the narthex (lobby) each Sunday before
services and is moved to the Welcome table in the
Parish Hall during coffee hour.

A NOTE FROM ERIN

Thank you again for the gift of time. Yesterday was
my first full day back at FUSN after two weeks away
to be with Lissa after her surgery. Thank you all for
your good wishes and kind thoughts, I am happy to
be able to share that both surgeries went well and
that Lissa and her friend who received the kidney are
recovering well. I am at a loss as I try to find words
that fully capture the experience of these last few
weeks. It is not yet possible for me to describe what
it has meant to be witness to such a gift of life and
love.
What I do know and can say is how happy I am to be
back at FUSN. I have missed you all and am ready to
continue the work we have in front of us. In the
midst of all the on-going work that they are doing the
Board and the Committee on Ministry have been
working hard to finalize the details of our next steps
— how we will continue both the conversation and
healing process. I know the Board is eager to share
the plan and will do so as soon as everything is in
place.
I look forward to continuing the conversation with
each of you as well. Please know that I am here and
available.

DINNERS FOR 7

Dinners for 7 will soon be starting. If you would like
to be the host/hostess at one of these informal potluck
dinners, please contact Judy Zacek, 617-969-7992 by
Feb. 1 to make the arrangements and to let her know
your preferred date. If you want to sign up to attend a
Dinner for 7, we will begin signing people up at the
Welcome Table during coffee hour, starting on Feb. 8.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Who Is FUSN? It’s a question asked in some form or
another on a daily basis by newcomers and long termers
alike.
Most of us know “We come together...open
community...honors freedom of belief...encourage spiritual
growth...share wisdom...reverence for the earth...service to
humanity.”
Or, as our children say “We are the church of the open
minds...listening ears...loving hearts...helping hands”. (I
like that one better.)
Back in 2009, we spent many months in conversation
about who we are as a UU congregation. We did excel-
lent work with the guidance of Jeff Baker and his com-
mittee, and defined a list of our core values as spiritual
growth, community connection, the inherent worth of
every individual, social justice, open mindedness and
education. Great stuff!
It is good practice to enter into this kind of dialog 
frequently so, in October, your Board selected Becca
Lozinsky and Alison Costello to explore new ways to
solicit your vision of what is our core essence.
Next month, we will begin the thoughtful exercises they
created, first actively soliciting (age  appropriate) input
from our younger generations, but also providing oppor-
tunities for our adults to complete these very same cre-
ative exercises.
Who Is FUSN? Let’s Find Out!
Jacki Rohan, Trustee (and don’t forget to come to the
Services Auction!) 

CHANCEL

Decorate FUSN’s Chancel in honor of a special event
or memory, or as a way to contribute to the beauty of
our worship experience. Sign up for a Sunday at
fusnsignups.ivolunteer.com/worshiphelp.

ADULT ED CLASSES IN JANUARY
1/26, 7:15 p.m. - Meditation Group
1/27, 7:00 p.m. - Holy Curiosity, Parlor
1/27, 7:30 p.m. - Criminal Justice, Alliance Room
1/27, 7:30 p.m. - Writing Group, Chapel

RE CONNECTIONS
I love to curl up with a book when it’s cold outside. Now
that the winter holidays are behind us, and we still have
several weeks of winter ahead of us, I wanted to share with
you opportunities for borrowing books from our FUSN
library.
The Adult Religious Education committee brings out a
hand-picked selection of books geared toward adults at
coffee hour each week that are available for borrowing.
They are sorted by topic. Please feel free to talk to com-
mittee members if there’s a particular concept you’re hop-
ing to learn more abut, such as an introduction to Unitarian
Universalism, perspective on God, or a particular justice
issue.
In addition to borrowing books for adults, a number of
books geared toward children and on parenting are avail-
able in the religious education offices. Please drop in after
services or send an email to Beth, adre@fusn.org or
Rowan, rowan@fusn.org if there’s a book you’d like to
borrow or a topic you’d like to explore more and we’ll do
our best to assist you! -Rowan Van Ness

MUSINGS

“[The Requiem] bears the ineradicable stamp of other-
worldliness. In its sublimities and its sulfur, it appealed
mightily to the Romantic sensibility of the 19th centu-
ry, and continues to have a hold on the imagination of
listeners matched by that of few other compositions.”
©2013 Dr. Richard E. Rodda 

Your FUSN friends in the choir have begun work on
the Mozart Requiem, and I hope many of you will join
us in studying and singing this glorious piece. We are
rehearsing on Wednesdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m., and there
will be some other rehearsals. Please email Anne
Watson Born for more information – music@fusn.org.

Reading Music – not as hard as you think!
“Rise in body or in spirit and sing hymn number…” -
are these dreaded words to you? This class will help
you fully participate in our worship services by
becoming more comfortable with singing. Our hymn-
books are full of meaningful statements of faith, calls
to action, and, not least, wonderful melodies. Come
and learn how to decipher the symbols in those books,
how to add harmonies to songs, and how to revel in
singing together. Feb. 3, 10, 17. 7:30 p.m. in the
Chapel.
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UPCOMING OPPORTUNITY
“Waking Up White: Telling Our Stories” Discussion
Groups
Group 1: Sundays Before Service: 8:30 to 10:00 am on
2/1, 2/22, 3/1, 3/15 (Facilitators: Bill Holland & Carl
Metzger)
Group 2: Sundays After Service: 11:30 am to 1:00 pm
on 2/15, 2/22, 3/1, 3/15 (Facilitators: Barbara Deck &
Naomi Rush Olson)
Group 3: Thursday Evenings: 7:30 to 9:00 pm on 2/5,
2/12, 3/5, 3/12 (Facilitators: Judy Friedman & Josie
Greene)
The goal of FUSN’s multicultural ministry initiative is
to support us in living out our vision of being a wel-
coming, diverse, and inclusive congregation, and in
becoming effective members of a just and loving mul-
ticultural society.  
This process can be fostered by telling and reflecting
on our stories of how our diverse experiences of race,
ethnicity, and culture have shaped us and our beliefs.
To support this shared exploration, you are invited to
enroll in one of three discussion groups sponsored by
FUSN’s adult religious education program, each meet-
ing four times during February and March (see dates
and times above). These groups will also help us
unpack the meaning and significance of “White privi-
lege” and help us learn and practice multicultural com-
munication skills.
Two facilitators involved in the FUSN multicultural
ministry initiative (MMI) will lead each group and will
employ a curriculum designed by members of the mul-
ticultural ministry team. While not “experts,” facilita-
tors have been trained and will be given ongoing sup-
port in their facilitation roles. The discussion groups
follow FUSN’s “congregational read” of Debby
Irving’s book, “Waking Up White,” but are not limited
to people who identify as White, or to those who have
read the book.  
In an effort to foster a safe and confidential experience
for all participants, please sign up for a time when you
can attend all four sessions of your chosen group.
Write Jacqui James, jacquiajames@gmail.com to indi-
cate which group you will attend and to let her know
whether you will require child care.  
FUSN’s MMI is in its early stages and welcomes your
involvement in the planning process for future activi-
ties. We look forward to working with you!
Meg Holland (meglynnholland@gmail.com) and
Jacqui James (jacquiajames@gmail.com) for the
Multicultural Ministry Initiative

FABULOUS FUSN MARDI GRAS 
SERVICES AUCTION

Plan to be at the Fabulous FUSN Services Auction on
Saturday evening, Jan. 31 at 6:30 p.m. You can get
dinner, drinks (beer, wine and soft), snacks, fun, and a
party for your kids for five bucks! And a chance to bid
on some really cool stuff like vacation weekends, 
fabulous home cooked meals, handyman services,
childcare, rides to the airport and many, many more.
You can even bid on writing your own song with
renowned performer and FUSN member Catie Curtis.
And since our theme is Mardi Gras, feel free to dress
up in your favorite party garb. As part of the Services
Auction, we are already selling raffle tickets for some
great prizes. Stop by the Services Auction table after
services on Sunday to buy raffle tickets and get more
information.

NEW ADULT RE STUDY/DISCUSSION
GROUP

Jewish Voices in Unitarian Universalism
First Thursdays of Feb, March, April, and May (2/5,
3/5, 4/2, 5/7) 7:00 to 8:15 p.m.
Facilitator: Jenny Lerner
“Enter, rejoice, and come in” to this new
discussion/study group. The group welcomes anyone
with a personal or spiritual interest in learning about
Jewish UU theology, stories, heritage, and holidays.
The group may be of special interest to individuals
who: (a) consider themselves Jewish Unitarian
Universalists, (b) have come to Unitarian Universalism
from Judaism, or (c) are in interfaith/multi-religious
families. We will read Jewish Voices in Unitarian
Universalism by L. Hart-Landsberg and M. Keller,
Editors, Skinner House Books, Boston (2014). This
lovely new book can be purchased from the UUA web-
site or Amazon, among other places. It is also available
as an E-book in the Amazon Kindle store. Our easy-
going format will offer opportunities for group mem-
bers to take turns leading discussion. There will also
be optional opportunities to take part in planning and
preparing FUSN’s Passover Seder in April.
(Attendance at all four meetings encouraged, so we
can progress through the book together, but not
required.)



COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
Join us for our special Chinese New Year’s Community
Breakfast on Feb. 8 from 9 to 10 a.m. in the Parish
Hall. We’ll serve Chinese dumplings, scallion pancakes,
steamed buns, and Chinese style eggs in addition to
many of our usual menu items. We have high chairs for
the tots. The price is only $4 for adults and $3 for chil-
dren. First timers eat free. Clean-up help appreciated.
Upcoming Community Breakfast dates: March 8; April
12, May 17.

VESPERS AT FUSN
The monthly Vespers service with the Vermilion
Quartet, Amelia LeClair, director, will be Sunday, Feb.
8 at 7:30 p.m. in our sanctuary. The service is designed
for diversity of spirit and thoughtful meditation. This is
a unique monthly service of music led by the Vermilion
Quartet and poetry—written or chosen—read by
FUSN’s poets. Vespers will last just half an hour—a
way to set aside the noise and stress of daily life and to
spend some time in stillness and mystery. Second
Sundays at 7:30 p.m. 
Deadline for the next Newsletter is Feb. 3

TRIP TO ZAMBIA

Attention all those who are interested in traveling to
Zambia with Communities Without Borders during the
summer of 2015. The dates for our trip are June 26, –
July 13, 2015. The trip committee has planned an intro-
ductory meeting for friends, families, and others who
want to find out more about the trip. The meeting is
designed to offer you with important information in
helping you know if this trip is for you. We hope you
can join us! Introductory Meeting: Sunday, Feb. 1,
12:00 – 1:00 p.m. First Unitarian Society of Newton.
new classroom (basement level). Please feel free to
spread the word to others and let us know if you plan on
attending the meeting by emailing Amy Archibald,
aarchibald@billerica.k12.ma.us or Lise Johnson, ljohn-
son11@partners.org. The trip committee can provide
additional information to those who may be unable to
attend the meeting but we strongly encourage you to
come if possible.
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