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SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M
1/11 - Lay Led Service - Reflections on General
Assembly
1/18 - Rev. John Gibb Millspaugh
1/25 - “Power of Community” - Rowan Van Ness, 

Acting Director of Religious Education
The worship themes for the spring are:
January - Power April - Soul
February - Faith May - Freedom
March - Redemption June - Play

FUN AT FUSN
Join us for Fun at FUSN - Friday, Jan. 23 starting at
5:30 p.m. Come for a truly multigenerational night of
fellowship in the Parish Hall. Bring just yourself or
your friends or your kids or your kids’ friends. We’ll
gather beginning at 5:30 p.m. and eat and play and
dance together until 8:00 or so. Talk with other
grownups or spend some time bonding with a child
you don’t yet know.
We need some help to ensure a fun time for all. If
you have a craft you would like to help lead, you
know some theater games for all ages, or you would
like to help us with set up, pizza ordering/food
organizing, or cleaning up after the event. RSVP to
Bill Dusett, dusett@rcn.com. See you on the 23rd !

NEWCOMER COFFEE HOUR
Once a month someone from the Member Services
Committee will be hosting a special coffee hour for
newcomers in the Children’s Chapel following the
service. Please invite the newcomers you speak with
to attend! We’ll see a short film on Unitarian
Universalism and have a time for questions to be
answered. Feel free to attend one yourself! The next
couple of dates are: Jan. 18 and Feb. 15. 

MUSINGS
Dies irae, dies illa Solvet saeclum in favilla

Day of wrath, that day will dissolve the world in ashes.
These lines are from the 13th century (or earlier)
hymn, most often heard as part of a Catholic Funeral
Mass. The poem is characterized by heavy accents
and rhyming lines, and it describes “that day”, when
the last trumpet summons us to be judged by God,
with the saved being delivered and the unsaved cast
into eternal flames. Not our usual cup of tea, but the
amazing setting in Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s
Requiem brings us into the terror, anguish, and hope
of its medieval theology. The closing stanza of the
poem is the Lacrymosa, set to some of Mozart’s most
luminous and beautiful music: “Huic ergo, parce
Deus” – “Spare us by your mercy, Lord.” (Music, by
the way, that you can hear regularly on television
commercials. To hear it in the background of an
advertisement, out of context, is a crime.) 
It is something of a fashion now to favor the
Requiem Masses that leave out the “Dies irae”
sequence. We like our music to reflect beauty and
tranquility; music that lifts up concepts of rest, and
peace, and not so much the darkness lurking within.
So in a UU congregation you are much more likely
to hear the beautiful and mellow Requiem by Gabriel
Fauré or Johannes Brahms’ German Requiem, with
its very personal tone and added paean to the com-
poser’s mother. Indeed, here at FUSN we have done
the same, singing both of those works for Music
Sundays in the past. 
Later, in the Funeral Mass, there is a prayer to “liber-
ate the souls of the faithful…from the bottomless pit.
Deliver them from the lion’s mouth…lest they fall
into darkness.” This spring we’re going to jump into
the pit, confront the lion, and explore what     
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redemption means to us. What is our “Dies irae”?
The Sanctuary Choir will be singing the Mozart
Requiem on March 15 (in Dedham) and March 22
(here at FUSN), with orchestra. We would love to
have you sing it with us – it will be an exhilarating
and moving experience. Rehearsals are on
Wednesdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. and on some Sundays
(dates to be announced). Please email me for more
information: music@fusn.org         -Anne Watson Born

FROM THE BOARD 
What I Heard
There was a strong turnout in the sanctuary after the
service on Jan. 4 for this, our third meeting to share
thoughts and feelings about Meghan’s departure as
well as suggestions for positive next steps. The Board
members were there to listen.
I heard that many are sad and hurt. Sad to lose
Meghan. Sad wondering whether FUSN is welcoming
in all the ways we aspire to be.
I heard that some people are angry. And disappointed.
Angry about loss of our assistant minister. Angry
about being characterized as intolerant. Disappointed
about not having all the information wanted.
I heard people asking questions of us all. Are we liv-
ing our UU values? Do we need boundaries in relation
to what we share with each other? How can we start to
heal the wound to the congregation? How can we all
be heard while none dominate? Can we hold different
views and still stay in community?  
I also heard statements of hope and healing. We can be
kind to each other while on different paths. Let’s take
a deep breath. Let’s have faith in our ability to process
recent events and deepen our understanding of our
own and others’ views. We are all trying to do the
right thing. Let’s stay honest with each other, listen
carefully, communicate respectfully, share perspectives
with a tone of tolerance, and make a place in our
hearts for deep differences while staying in communi-
ty.
And I heard suggestions for positive steps forward.
Several liked the idea of offering facilitated small
group discussions to continue the dialogue. Several
asked for a paper copy of Meghan’s email sent via the
listserve. The book entitled Difficult Conversations
was mentioned as a potentially helpful tool for the
congregation.

There were periods of silence between each comment,
giving us each time to absorb what we heard and 
expand the dialogue within each of us and among all
of us.

FROM THE BOARD (continued)
I feel gratitude for everyone’s open-hearted participa-
tion in this meeting. Please continue to reach out to
Board members to share your feelings, thoughts, hopes
and suggestions for moving ahead in a positive way.
Thank you.  -Jon Reuman, Board of Trustees

ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR 2014
For the past 5 years FUSN has held an Alternative Gift
Fair to give people the opportunity to make donations
in someone’s honor to some of FUSN’s “beloved”
social action causes. This year’s Alternative Gift Fair,
held on Dec. 14, 2014, set a new record. $5125.00 was
donated to 11 organizations. In addition, about $120
was donated to FUSN in appreciation of the support
that has been given over the past 5 years to make this
fair a success.   
This event would not be possible without the help of
many people. A special thank you to my long-term
team: Suzanne DiCarlo and Wendy Haskell; the check-
out cashiers: Alan Cody, Judy Curby, Jamie Freed,
Lynn Holbein, Greg Sullivan, and Catherine Willinger,
and the many people who staffed tables, contributed
baked goods, and helped set up and then clean-up the
Parish Hall, and to Fran Clancy. And especially to all
the “shoppers”, who purchased cards to honor family
and friends during the holiday season. Without your
generosity, none of this would be possible! Peace and
Happy New Year! 

-Sharon Sisskind, Alternative Gift Fair, Chair

FABULOUS FUSN SERVICE AUCTION
Global Mardi Gras Carnivale at the Fabulous FUSN
Services Auction. Call it Mardi Gras, Carnaval,
Carnivale or Carnival, but plan to be at the Fabulous
FUSN Services Auction on Saturday evening, Jan. 31
at 6:30 p.m. Where else can you get dinner, drinks, fun
AND a babysitter for Five Bucks? and a chance to win
cool stuff like vacation weekends and gourmet din-
ners? And as part of the Services Auction, we will also
be selling raffle tickets for some great prizes. Stop by
the Services Auction table after services on Jan. 11,18
and 25 to buy raffle tickets and get more information.
We are always looking for more service donations.
Contact Pat Rohan at 617-795-2415 or jprohan@veri-
zon.net if you are interested in donating a service.
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CALLING ALL YOUTH
Calling all people 9-12 grade! On Sunday Feb. 1, we
have a great opportunity to connect with youth from
other local congregations and work on a service proj-
ect benefiting Project Bread (projectbread.org).
Project Bread is known for its annual “Walk for
Hunger” fundraiser. We’ll have a quick and informa-
tive talk about food security and hunger prevention,
followed by a service project, and then dinner. This
event is at Andover Newton Theological School, locat-
ed in Newton Centre. We’ll meet at FUSN at 3:45
p.m., to carpool and be back at 7:30 p.m. This event is
open to any high school aged youth, even if you don’t
come to youth group. If you’d like to go, please RSVP
by Jan. 26 by emailing: mandy@fusn.org.

RE SAYS THANK YOU!

A huge thank you to all who participated in the
Homebound Holiday Program:
Kids who created goodies for the gift bags;
Volunteers who assisted with the creation and coordi-
nation of the program;
Families and individuals who delivered the goodies to
people who appreciated them; and
Thoughtful recipients who wrote kind thank you notes
to the children!
The Christmas Pageant was also an unbelievable suc-
cess!  We had a great number of young people partici-
pate in the program, and an equally impressive number
of parents who were willing to step up to make the
program happen.  Much gratitude goes to Julia Huston,
who did a phenomenal job directing.  

THANK UUS

Dear Friends: My thanks, and that of Doug and
Linda, for all the support and concern from those
attending the Christmas Eve service, when I passed
out. Following a few hours at the ER at Newton
Wellesley, we returned home. At least I waited until
the end of the service. All is well. -Alice Wolpert

The lay ministers wish to thank the following care
crew members for helping out during the month of
December: Cris Goldsmith, Wendy Haskell, and Kevin
Osborn.

ADULT EDUCATION OFFERING
Criminal Justice Tuesday Speaker Series resumes
Jan. 13 in the Chapel, 7:00 -9:00 p.m. This is the year
in which major changes are expected to occur in
Massachusetts. We hope you will be able to attend all
or several of these talks which will highlight some of
the issues of concern.
Jan. 13 - Jobs Not Jails Campaign - Josh Beardsley,
Ex-Prisoners and Prisoners Organizing for Community
Advancement (EPOCA)
Jan. 27 - State Representative Kay Khan 
Feb. 10 - Ed Dolan,  new Commissioner of Mass.
Probation Department
Feb. 24 - Mike Rezendes, Boston Globe reporter who
exposed conditions at Bridgewater State Hospital
March 10 - Andrea James, executive director, Families
for Justice as Healing
Major bills for which we are reaching out for legisla-
tive co-sponsors are on mandatory minimum sentenc-
ing and bail reform. For further information, contact
Nancy Wrenn, ncwrenn@aol.com, coordinator of
FUSN Criminal Justice Task Force.

AN INVITATION
Mental health problems affect nearly every family.
One issue seems to be occurring nationally with
increased frequency – events involving persons with
mental health problems and the law. Some of these
interactions have resulted in the death of the ill person.
Do you know of someone who has experienced inter-
actions with police that could have been handled dif-
ferently? Are you concerned about money being spent
for our overflowing jails when it could be diverted to
recovery? What can we do to exert our influence on
current policy? The beginnings of a conversation will
be held after services on Sunday Jan. 18 in the
Alliance room. Bring your coffee and join us at 11:45.
Contact Nancy Stanton for more information, 781-642-
7284. Sponsored by the Social Action Advocacy Task
Force and the group on mental illness. 

DINNERS FOR SEVEN
Back by popular demand: Dinners for Seven.
Following the popularity of the Dinners for 7 in the
fall, your Member Services Committee is planning to
hold additional ones in the months ahead. If you would
like to host/hostess one of the dinners (which are
potlucks) in your home, please contact Judy Zacek,
617-969-7992 and let her know your preferred date. If
you want to attend one of the dinners, we will once
again have sign-ups at the Welcome Table during cof-
fee hour, but not until we have a sufficient number of
host/hostesses. Watch for future announcements.



COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
Join us for our Community Breakfast on Jan. 11
Toddlers welcome, we have high chairs available for
them. The menu (eggs, eggbeater omelets, fried pota-
toes, pancakes, biscuits, bacon, sausage, juice and cof-
fee) is great and the price ($4) is unbeatable. Clean-up
help appreciated. Upcoming Community Breakfast
dates: Feb. 8; March 8; April 12, May 17.

VESPERS AT FUSN
The monthly Vespers service with the Vermilion
Quartet, Amelia LeClair, director, will be Sunday, Jan.
11 at 7:30 p.m. in our sanctuary. The service is designed
for diversity of spirit and thoughtful meditation. This is
a unique monthly service of music led by the Vermilion
Quartet and poetry—written or chosen—read by
FUSN’s poets. Vespers will last just half an hour—a
way to set aside the noise and stress of daily life and to
spend some time in stillness and mystery. Second
Sundays at 7:30 p.m. 

Deadline for the next Newsletter is Jan. 20

PASSOVER SEDER

Save the Date: 6:00 p.m., Friday,
April 3, 2015. FUSN Passover
Seder, sponsored by the Religious
Education Committee. Passover is
a Jewish high holiday that involves
universal themes of liberation –

themes that deeply resonate with, and have contributed
to, Unitarian Universalism. Please plan to participate in
the Seder, a special dinner of symbolic food that com-
memorates the exodus of Jews from slavery in Egypt.
The Seder offers opportunities to celebrate freedoms
achieved across history and nations as well as to reflect
on freedoms yet to be achieved. We welcome family
members of all ages.  As in the past, a small fee to
cover costs will be charged at the door. Details forth-
coming. If you would be willing to help coordinate part
of the seder, such as food, set up, clean up, cashier,
décor, baby care, music, photocopying, etc., contact
Jenny Lerner, 978-254-5800.
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