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SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M
The theme for January is Grace
1/10 - Rev. Erin Splaine - Special Collection for
Habitat for Humanity - Community Breakfast
1/17 - Rev. Erin Splaine
1/24 - Rev. Erin Splaine
1/31 - Rowan Van Ness

SOCIAL ACTION EVENT

Come to the Alliance room this Sunday at noon after
the coffee hour for a light lunch and to hear about
FUSN’s Social Action Programs. This week we will
also hear from two inspiring representatives from the
Day Care Center of Waltham. They are doing a won-
derful job helping a large number of people who are
homeless in this very cold weather. Come learn about
their work and how we can help them. We welcome
you to come and listen, ask questions and tell us your
ideas!

FUSN MUSICIANS CONCERT

FUSN Musicians Concert, Sunday Jan. 24, 1:00
p.m.: this exciting concert will feature some of our
incredibly talented musicians playing music of many
styles. Performances include chamber music by
Beethoven, Schumann, and Chopin, original pieces by
Geoff Wadsworth, Jim Cook, and Chip Highfield, and
popular songs played by our kickass band. Stick
around after the morning service for a light lunch and
a great concert.

A NOTE FROM ERIN

Save the Date!!
Sunday

June 5, 2016
   
Pastor Brandon Crowley of Myrtle Baptist Church and
I are so happy to announce that on Sunday the 5th of
June our two congregations will meet together for
worship and a day of fun and fellowship. We envision
doing a joint morning worship service outside (at a
place yet to be determined) here in Newton and then
spending the rest of the day together sharing in each
other’s company including a cookout/picnic, games,
music and conversation.
This shared Sunday with Myrtle Baptist nestled, as it
will be between our Memorial Day retreat to Sandy
Island and our final service and Annual Meeting on
the 12th, promises to be a fun and engaging day.
Although there are not many more concrete details to
pass along just yet, I did want you all to know as soon
as possible. Keep an eye out for more information and
ways in which you can help!
   

The Sanctuary Choir is wel-
coming new members. Come
and sing – it’s not as hard as
you think J. You can sing

once a month, every week, or just on Music Sunday
(March 20). Rehearsals are Wednesday nights at 7:30
p.m. in the Chapel. Email Anne Watson Born at
music@fusn.org if you have questions.
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SAVE THE DATES! 

Building Peace in a Violent World will be the subject
of a film screening and lively conversation as acclaimed
local filmmaker Jamil Simon, presents scenes from his
upcoming feature documentary, Fragile Island of Peace,
on Friday Jan. 29 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., at the First
Parish Church in Waltham in the Chapel. Filming took
place in Burundi, Central Africa in the winter of 2015,
detailing the complex story of how this country
emerged from a 12-year civil war utilizing a radical
technique in peacebuilding. Featured speakers will
include Liz McClintock, Managing Partner at
CMPartners and lead trainer for the peacebuilding proj-
ect in Burundi. The film and discussion will explore
how a decade of peacebuilding efforts are affecting the
course of current tensions, and demonstrating the value
of non-violent solutions to conflict worldwide. Liz will
also share insights on how peacebuilding is done. Snow
date: same time and place on Friday, Feb. 5.
   
   

Global Mardi Gras
Carnivale at the Fabulous
FUSN Services Auction.
Call it Mardi Gras,
Carnaval, Carnivale or
Carnival, but plan to be at
the Fabulous FUSN
Services Auction on
Saturday, Feb. 6, 6:30 p. m.

Where else can you get dinner, drinks, fun AND a
babysitter for Five Bucks? and a chance to win cool
stuff like vacation weekends and gourmet dinners? And
as part of the Services Auction, we will also be selling
raffle tickets for some great prizes. Stop by the Services
Auction table after services in January to buy raffle
tickets and get more information. We are always look-
ing for more service donations. Please contact Pat
Rohan at 617-852-5290  or jprohan@verizon.net if you
are interested in donating a service.
.

RE-CONNECTIONS
Expanding Our Sexuality Education at FUSN
FUSN has had a long standing tradition of offering a
comprehensive sexuality education program during our
Coming of Age year, which has typically been in 8th
grade. This curriculum series, Our Whole Lives (affec-
tionally known as “OWL”), has age-appropriate curric-
ula for kindergarteners through adults. After hearing
parent requests for expanding our OWL offerings, I led
an open meeting/discussion on expanding our OWL
offerings last spring. In conversation with RE Council,
we decided to expand our offerings incrementally,
beginning with the upper elementary OWL this winter.
We’re developing an OWL Oversight Committee to
help us figure out the next steps and to hold the larger
picture of the program. We are thrilled that our 4th/5th
grade class has recently begun the OWL program
designed for their age group!
What is sexuality education and why do UUs do it?
Honest, accurate information about sexuality changes
lives. It dismantles stereotypes and assumptions, builds
self-acceptance and self-esteem, fosters healthy relation-
ships, improves decision making, and has the potential
to save lives. Unitarian Universalism has been working
on sexuality education and justice for over 50 years,
beginning with the About Your Sexuality curriculum for
teens and then with the newer Our Whole Lives 
curriculum (developed between 1992-2000, and now in
the process of revisions), with materials at the K/1, 4th-
6th grade, 7th-9th grade, 10th-12th grade, Young Adult
(ages 18-35) and Adult levels. An Older Adult curricu-
lum is also in the works. Many UU congregations
(including local ones such as First Parish in Cambridge)
offer OWL at all of the levels. The OWL curricula is
also in line with the SIECUS guidelines for comprehen-
sive sexuality education and the National Sexuality
Education Standards. Basic information on the OWL
program is online at http://www.uua.org/re/owl/.
Sexuality education, in the OWL framework, is not only
education about sexual intercourse but is looking at
relationships, respect, and responsibility--how our bod-
ies grow and change throughout our lives, how we view
them as sacred, and how we relate to others. Sexuality
education in some way, shape, or form is a part of
almost every religious tradition, though the messages
vary amongst religious traditions. Kids pick up informa-
tion from older kids, the media, and advertising, and
providing accurate information and encouraging
younger participants to talk with their families gives
families a chance to explore both Unitarian Universalist
and their own family values.  
Please feel free to be in touch if you have any questions
or want to get involved!
   -Rowan Van Ness
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MULTICULTURAL MINISTRY EVENT 

Now is Not the Time to be Silent: White People’s
Role in Dismantling Racism
A Conversation with Shay Stewart-Bouley, Executive
Director of Community Change Inc. 
Tuesday, Feb. 2, 7:00-8:30 p.m., in FUSN Parish Hall
A Chicago native born on the crossroads of working-
class, Black and female, Shay Stewart-Bouley’s career
since 1997 has focused on weaving these intersections
into her daily life and professional work. In the early-
2000s, Shay moved from her native Chicago to Maine
and, as a Black woman living in one of the least racially
diverse places in the United States, found herself writing
regularly about race relations, social justice, and white
supremacy.
Shay is a prolific blogger; in her award-winning blog
Black Girl in Maine, race is a major theme as well as
her daily life as a Black, middle-aged woman in a world
where these identities frequently are not valued.  Last
year, Shay became the first African-American Executive
Director of Community Change, Inc. (CCI) in Boston.
Since 1968, CCI has served as a community for white
people and their multiracial allies to come together to
learn about systemic racism and to fight against it. In
recent years, as talk of white privilege and institutional-
ized racism has become increasingly mainstream, CCI
has shifted its role to engage with antiracist activists,
especially in the era of the Black Lives Matter move-
ment.  
Please join us for this exciting program. Conversation
and Q&A will follow Shay’s talk. Sponsored by the
FUSN Multicultural Ministry Initiative (MMI)
http://blackgirlinmaine.com/about/
http://www.communitychangeinc.org/contact-us

GREATER BOSTON FOOD BANK

Our congregation’s next trip to the Greater Boston
Food Bank is next Saturday, Jan. 9. Newcomers and
old hands [aged 14 and over] alike are welcome to join
us for an active and exhilarating morning. We meet up
to carpool, leaving the FUSN lot by 9:00 sharp; back
by 12:30. Please let me know by Thursday if you are
planning to come. Eric Haas, enhaas@yahoo.com, 
617-795-5963. Food Bank visits for the rest of the
winter and spring are on: Feb 20, March 19, April 9,
May 14, and June 11.

UU URBAN MINISTRY (UUUM) NEWS

As FUSN’s delegates to the UUUM, we strive to serve
as a bridge connecting our FUSN congregation with the
staff, programs and volunteer opportunities available at
the UUUM in Roxbury. On Saturday, Jan. 23, the
UUUM is hosting an Anti-Racism Summit which we
know will interest many of you. Featuring a panel dis-
cussion with representatives from Black Lives Matter
Boston and the Muslim Justice League, this summit for
UU’s engaged in and thinking about Racial Justice will
provide an opportunity for UU groups to be together,
meet others fighting for racial equality, and share best
practices and ideas. Please join us on Jan. 23 and learn
how to be a more effective ally and stand in solidarity
with Black Lives Matter and the Muslim Community in
Boston!
What: Anti-Racism Summit
Where: UU Urban Ministry (10 Putnam Street Roxbury,
MA 02119)
When: Saturday, Jan. 23
Time: 10am-2pm (Coffee and registration at 9:30am)
For more info. about the Summit, contact Rev. Rebecca
Hinds, Director of Congregational and Volunteer
Engagement, UUUM, 617-318-6010, x214,
RHinds@uuum.org. For more information about the UU
Urban Ministry, or about serving as a Delegate, please
contact Judy Friedman, judyfriedman57@gmail.com, or
Josie Greene, josieg49@gmail.com

Our intergenerational chamber
orchestra (FIGCO) will begin
rehearsals on Sunday, Jan. 17,
11:45 a.m., in the Sanctuary.
If you or your child is study-
ing an instrument, there’s a

place for you in the orchestra – contact Lois Shapiro for
more information (lshapiro@wellesley.edu)

   
   



COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

Join us for our next monthly Community Breakfast, the
best way to start your Sunday, on Jan. 10 at 9:00 a.m. in
the Parish Hall. The extensive menu includes scrambled
eggs, scrambled eggs with vegetables, pancakes, French
toast, bacon, sausage, gluten-free corn bread, home fried
potatoes, white and whole wheat biscuits, vegetarian
sausage gravy, fruit, yogurt, jams and jellies, juices, cof-
fee and tea, and the occasional special treat. It’s only $4
for adults and $3 for kids. Newcomers eat free. We have
high chairs, too. Upcoming breakfasts – Feb. 7, Mar.
13, Apr. 10 and May 22.

EVENING SONG

Evening Song is coming Sunday, Feb. 7, at 7:00 p.m.!
FUSN’s Vespers service sung by Vermilion, a quartet
directed by Amelia LeClair, has a new Name, a new
Time, a new Date! Our monthly service of contempla-
tion with music and poetry chosen by FUSN poets 
continues every FIRST Sunday of the month at 7:00
p.m. in the sanctuary.

Deadline for the next newsletter is Jan. 19,  9:00 a.m.

COA FROZEN FOOD FUNDRAISER

COA Frozen Food Fundraiser - Jan. 24
During Coffee Hour. That time of the
year has come again! Deliciously irre-
sistible frozen foods will be on sale on
the 24th during Coffee Hour! The

Coming of Age candidates and mentors will be selling
tasty dishes such as vegetarian lasagna, delicious soups,
mouthwatering chili, and other exciting foods! Each
meal was made by a Coming of Age candidate and
mentor. Everything will be sold at a bargain price of
$12 to $15, with enough for the whole family to enjoy!
All proceeds go to supporting work with Ecclesia
Ministries City Reach program, which provides hospi-
tality and supplies to Boston's homeless population.
You'll help to feed many people in need by simply feed-
ing your family a delicious home made meal! Please
help us raise money and help the homeless.
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