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SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M

Feb. 5 - “Space Between the Spaces” 
Mr. Barb Greve

Feb. 12 - “Echoed in the Wells of Silence” 
Erin Splaine
Second Collection - Community Legal Services and
Counseling Center (CLSACC) is the recipient of our
second collection.  CLSACC relies on 100 volunteer
professionals to provide a wide range of free and low-
cost legal and mental health services to over 1400
individuals and families in Greater Boston. I have vol-
unteered for this unique and worthy organization for
more than 30 years and hope you will support it gen-
erously on Feb. 12. Good news: your donations will

be matched 2:1 by the Clowes Fund, so we can really
make a difference!  Make your checks out to
CLSACC. Learn more on the CLSACC website:
http://www.clsacc.org. -Holly Zeeb

Feb. 19 -  “How We Die” - Holly Haynes - Music by
JourneySongs

Feb. 26 - “Wheel of Life”
This is an annual celebration of our FUSN family
with poetry and music. We will be honoring family
births, deaths, weddings, graduations, engagements,
and notable life changes (new job, big move, etc).
We welcome your contributions for the service. If
you or anyone in your family has had a life transition
during this past year, please contact one of us: Greg

Sullivan, (see Leadership List for all contact info);
Margaret Costello; Jud Leonard,
or one of the other lay ministers.    

Fellowship means a pleasant 
association among people and
this is exactly what we are 
planning for the Fellowship 
Dinner this year. You may be 
new to FUSN or have been 
here for years. You may be a 

member or just attend occasion-
al events. You may be involved in just one activity but
want to expand your connections. In every case,
please come to an evening of good food, fellowship,

relaxation, and/or dancing on March 10, starting at 6 p.m.

Appetizers, dessert, coffee, and music will be offered
in the Parish Hall (living room). Dinners will be in
smaller rooms, transformed for enjoyment and conver-
sation with hosts for each dinner party. So come with
your family (adults) or bring a friend. Enjoy this time
for fellowship with the other wonderful folks at
FUSN.

This year, along with converting to an electronic
newsletter, we are converting to an electronic Annual
Dinner Reservation system. It has just been posted on
the FUSN Facebook page, but will soon be coming to
your e-mail box after the first church-wide electronic
newsletter has been successfully tested. You can enter
the “Punchbowl” portal either way. Those with no e-
mail will receive cards. Questions, suggestions or

offers of help to: Ruth Comstock, (see online directory), 
or Andrea Kelly, (see online directory).
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BARB’S BANTERING

No religious education program could thrive without
the dedication and support of the congregation. Here at
FUSN we are fortunate to have so many dedicated 
volunteers teaching, coordinating and advising in our
Children’s Religious Education, Coming of Age and
Youth Group programs. This past Sunday we honored
the close to 50 volunteers who have (and are) working
with our children and youth this church year. All of
these wonderful teachers provide our children and
youth with a listening ear, loving heart and helping
hands (paraphrased from the words of the chalice light-
ing used to begin many of the classes).

Working alongside our volunteer teachers are some
unsung heroes of the classroom: our classroom aides.
Many of the youth who serve as classroom aides grew
up attending FUSN’s Children’s RE classes and are
graduates of the FUSN Coming of Age program. These
fine youth join with the teachers each Sunday to offer
extra assistance in the classroom. Sometimes a class

aide is paired with one or two particular students and
sometimes they are asked to teach a portion of the 
lesson. And on those odd Sundays when the lead 
teachers have a Sunday off, many of our aides help lead
the special activities we offer for all children.

BARB’S BANTERING (continued)

While it is true that they are paid to be classroom aides,
we are still indebted to these fine youth for their loving
service to our program. The class aides for the 2011-
2012 church year are: Katie Asch, Michael Costello,
Isatu Crosby, Julian Dusett, Ellie Goldsmith, 
Tobi Henzer, Maura Hess-Mahan, Alex O’Connor, 
Alex Robinson, Claire Perreault, and Sophie Scharlin-
Pettee. When you see one of these wonderful youth
roaming the halls of FUSN, please take a moment to
thank them for their dedicated service.

Sixth Grade Muffin Sale a roaring success! 

Two weeks ago many of the students in the 6th grade
class gathered in the FUSN kitchen on a Saturday
morning to bake muffins that they then sold the next
day. The proceeds will be sent to Heifer Project
International, which helps children and families around
the world receive training and animal gifts that help
them become self-reliant. With the $205.25 raised the
class was able to provide 1 llama and 1 gardener's 
basket, which  includes everything a family will need to
start a sustainable farm – tree seedlings, rabbits to 
generate organic manure, chickens to eat pests and a
hive of bees to pollinate crops and increase yields.

CoA Frozen Food Drive Sold Out

A week after the muffin sales our 8th grade Coming of
Age Candidates braved the sales floor with their annual
Frozen Food Drive. Over the past few weeks each
Candidate and Mentor pair got together to cook 10 
containers of a home-cooked entrée or dessert. Their
sales brought in $2555, which was used to benefit the
CityReach Ecclesia Ministries program. Back in
November many of the CoA participants attended this
program, where they learned first hand about homeless-
ness from people who have experienced it. Starting on
Friday evening and ending the following Saturday after-
noon during this 20-hour session participants joined
CityReach staff in street ministry to offer hospitality,
food and clothing. This was followed by times of shar-
ing and reflection. Over the years this has been a 
pivotal experience for many of our Coming of Age
Candidates.   In faith, -Barb

The members of the 

FIRST UNITARIAN SOCIETY IN NEWTON

Unitarian Universalist

request the honor of your presence 

as we ordain

ANNE BEVERLEY SWANSON BANCROFT 

to the Unitarian Universalist Ministry

Sunday, March 4, 2012, at 4:00 p.m. 

First Unitarian Society in Newton

1326 Washington Street, West Newton, Massachusetts

Reception immediately following the service

Clergy, Religious Educators and Seminarians are invited 

to gather by 3:30 p.m. to robe and process.

Please rsvp to Fran Clancy, office@fusn.org, by February 26.



MUSINGS
This Sunday, Feb. 5, the FUSN choir is hosting the
annual Mass Bay District Choir Festival. Singers from
UU congregations gather to socialize and sing for and
with each other. There will be a free public concert at
3:00 p.m., in our sanctuary. (It won’t be a long concert –
plenty of time to get home for the game!) Donations for
the Newton Food Pantry will be gratefully accepted.
AND there will be a lovely reception following. See
you there!  

Planning the music for our February services presents
certain challenges, as the worship theme for the month
is silence. On the 5th we will present music by the 
composer John Cage, and Carson will play Claude
Debussy’s “The Little Shepherd,” from 1908. One of
my favorite quotes from Debussy’s prolific 
correspondence is from a letter to Paul Dukas in 1901:

“I confess that I am no longer thinking in musical terms,
or at least not much, even though I believe with all my
heart that Music remains for all time the finest means of
expression we have. It’s just that I find the actual pieces
— whether they’re old or modern, which is in any case
merely a matter of dates — so totally poverty-stricken,
manifesting an inability to see beyond the work-table.
They smell of the lamp, not of the sun. And then, over-
shadowing everything, there’s the desire to amaze one’s
colleagues with arresting harmonies, quite unnecessary
for the most part. In short, these days especially, music
is devoid of emotional impact. I feel that, without
descending to the level of the gossip column or the
novel, it should be possible to solve the problem some-
how. There’s no need either for music to make people
think! ... It would be enough if music could make people
listen, despite themselves and despite their petty mun-
dane troubles, and never mind if they’re incapable of
expressing anything resembling an opinion. It would be
enough if they could no longer recognize their own
grey, dull faces, if they felt that for a moment they had
been dreaming of an imaginary country, that’s to say,
one that can’t be found on the map.”

And here is Cage, in 1984: “Many people in our society
now go around the streets and in the buses and so forth
playing radios with earphones on and they don't hear the
world around them. They hear only what they have 
chosen to hear. I can't understand why they cut them-
selves off from that rich experience which is free. I
think this is the beginning of music, and I think that the
end of music may very well be in those record 
collections.”

The choir will sing a piece by Carson Cooman on Feb.
12; it is a setting of a poem from the Sioux American
Indians: 

May the Great Mystery make sunrise in your heart.
-Anne Watson Born

THANK YOUS
Dear FUSN community: as we said during the Jan. 22
service, we have had such a great time as being part of
FUSN during Karsten’s sabbatical at MIT. We have
been welcomed so nicely and warmly and we will take a
lot of FUSN spirit back to the German Unitarians
(www.unitarier.de). The Parish Hall full of nice people
on the Jan. 19 dinner as well as the interest on our pres-
entation has been overwhelming for us. It would be
wonderful if we could keep in touch e.g. in terms of a
congregational partnership, a youth exchange, a choir
journey and all other kinds of communication. Please
feel free to contact us, also if you have any travel plans
to Germany. Let us continue to be an active part of the
worldwide UU family. Thank you all so much, Almut,
Karsten, Tobias, Niklas and Annika Urban, Winterstr.
36/2, 89233 Neu-Ulm, Germany, almut.urban@gmx.de,
karsten.urban@gmx.de

CONNECTIONS

Fabulous FUSN Services Auction - Well, the long
anticipated big night is nearly here for the services
auction this Saturday, Feb. 4 at 7:00 p.m., in the Parish
Hall. Our theme is Caribbean Pirates and we hope
many of you will dress and talk like a pirate that
evening. In addition to the great selection of items to
bid on, we will have a raffle, live entertainment, bever-
ages and light snacks, childcare, and a party for the
kids who have outgrown the childcare scene. This is
always a fun evening so don’t miss it. And be sure to
bring your checkbook as we collect from our lucky
winning bidders that night. Even if you cannot attend
in person, you can always ask a friend to bid on your
behalf. We hope to see you there.

The monthly Vespers service with the Vermilion
Quartet, Amelia LeClair, director, will be Sunday Feb.
12 at 7:30 p.m. in our sanctuary. The service is designed
for diversity of spirit and thoughtful meditation. This is
a unique monthly service of music led by the Vermilion
Quartet and poetry—written or chosen—and read by
FUSN’s poets. Vespers will last just half an hour—a
way to set aside the noise and stress of daily life and to
spend some time in stillness and mystery. Upcoming
services are: March 11, April 8, May 13.

February 5 - February 18, 2012



COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

Join us on Feb. 12 for our FUSN Community Breakfast
at 9:00 a.m., in the Parish Hall. Toddlers welcome, we
have high chairs available for them. The menu (eggs,
eggbeater omelets, fried potatoes, pancakes, biscuits,
bacon, sausage, juice and coffee) is great and the price
($4) is unbeatable. Clean-up help appreciated. Mark

your calendars for the next breakfast dates: March 11;

April 8; May 20.

SAVE THE DATES

March 3 - Youth Coffeehouse
March 10 - Fellowship Dinner
March 30 and April 1 - FUSN Art Show

Deadline for next Newsletter is Feb. 14 at 9:00 a.m.

UU UNITED NATIONS SEMINAR

High school students and adults from Canada and all
50 states (typically 150 people) attend this exciting
event dealing with international issues. Attendees go
to tour the United Nations and attend sessions of one
of the  agencies at the UN. Speakers, music and other
activities at the UU UNO Office across from the UN
round out the three day event. Each year students typi-
cally offer provocative resolutions and actions, which
are proposed and voted. Youth and youth advisors stay
at one of the Manhattan-based UU congregations
while learning, connecting with others, organizing and
mobilizing. Not only do youth attend the conference,
but many also take on important leadership roles in its
planning and execution. The April 12-14, 2012 UU-
UNO Spring Seminar will be on the topic of “Beyond
Borders: Breaking Barriers of Race and Immigration.”

Contact Peter Smith (see online directory) if you are  
interested in attending or getting more information.
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