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SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M

Feb. 10 - Rev. Erin Splaine
Feb. 17 - Lay led Service
Feb. 24 - Rev. Erin Splaine - Second Collection
Second Collection for the Newton Food Pantry. The
Newton Food Pantry provides much needed food
assistance to approximately 350 families a month.
The economic downturn has exacerbated the need for
support while reducing donations to the Food Pantry.
FUSN has a long history of supporting the Food
Pantry; in fact, FUSN members founded the Newton
Food Pantry in 1983. Please give generously to help
those in need. Checks should be made out to the
Newton Food Pantry.

MONTHLY LUNCH WITH ERIN
Thursday Feb. 13, Noon in the Alliance Room

Yes there is such a thing as
a free lunch! Any and all
are invited to join Erin for
soup and conversation at
noon on the 13th in the
Alliance Room. Long-time
members of the community
and those who are retired
are especially invited. 

Please let Fran know if you plan to attend or you
need a ride so we will know how much soup to pre-
pare.

A NOTE FROM ERIN

I had a very interesting day of Unitarian
Universalism on Sunday the 27th of January. That
Sunday started much the same way as every other
Sunday: woke early to finish editing my sermon;
arrived at FUSN around 9:00 to find that the building
was already buzzing for the day ahead; engaged in a
wonderful worship service full of great music and
poignant candles of memory; after the service
grabbed a cup of coffee and was able to have a 
couple of all to quick conversations on my way to
two different meetings after service.  
Yes, just another Sunday, except Sunday the 27th
was anchored in a great way by two members of the
same family almost 1,400 miles apart. As usual, I
started my day at FUSN where one of the members
of our community I had the chance to have a quick
chat with was Jenny Lerner Gill. Quite unusually, I
ended that Sunday in St. Petersburg Beach, FL where
I had the chance to have a quick chat with Jenny’s
sister and my friend Liz Lerner who is the minister
of our congregation in Silver Springs, MD — a good
UU (and Lerner family) day indeed.
Liz and I and about 500 other UU ministers were in
Florida last week for our biennial UU Minister’s
winter gathering. Every other year we ministers gath-
er for a week to study and be together — it is a time
of inspiring worship, intensive seminars, engaging
speakers and reconnecting with colleagues and
friends. Although, I missed you all last week and am
very sorry to have missed Perry’s wonderful sermon,
I am so very grateful for the time away to renew and
recharge my ministerial battery. 
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The Most Important Thing We Can Do ...
Community artist Glenn Hilke is credited with saying
“The most radical thing you can do is introduce 
people to each other.” I will modify that to suggest,
“the most important thing we can do is say ‘Hi’.”
FUSN has over 200 people in our sanctuary most
Sunday mornings, and none of us can remember
everyone’s name or face. That’s ok. We are human.
However, we are also part of a religious community
dedicated to being welcoming, and that means some-
times reaching a bit beyond what is comfortable to
make sure everyone feels a part of the community. It
doesn’t matter if the person is at FUSN for the first
time or has been coming for decades. It is always
appropriate to introduce yourself and ask how the per-
son is doing. You never know who you might meet.

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the
Church Times and is taken from ‘My Pew: Things I have
seen from it,’ published by Canterbury Press.

Forget the Green Beer - Come to a Concert! The
Music Committee is thrilled to announce that we are
presenting Mary Gauthier in concert at FUSN, with
Catie Curtis, on Sunday March 17, at 7: 30 p.m. in the
Parish Hall. This is a special event for FUSN members
and their friends. Tickets will be sold at coffee hour on
Feb. 24, March 3, and March 10.
Mary Gauthier [pronounce go-shay] has received
countless accolades over the last decade. “With song-
writing as powerful as hers, there’s no need to go
looking for qualifiers…She’s a unique, intrinsically
valuable musical voice. And there’s never a surplus of
those.”  —Los Angeles Times
Catie Curtis is a FUSN member and “folk-rock god-
dess” [New Yorker].“What makes [her latest album,
Stretch Limousine on Fire] so compelling is Curtis’
curiosity--for life, love, freedom, understanding.”

RE NEWS
Newton Food Pantry Can Collection

On the 2nd Sunday of the month please
bring in regular-size cans of tuna, veg-
gies, fruit, peanut butter, and shampoo.
Come for Community Breakfast, Leave
a Can.

Mather School
Children’s Book Drive
In February, please bring in
your gently used books for our
partner school in Dorchester.
The children there need books
and it matters! Collection boxes
will be at each FUSN entrance.

Coming of Age Visioning
Sunday, March 10, 11:45 a.m -1:00 p.m.

Religious Education Leadership Circles
An easy way to participate in a specific area of RE:
Adult Programming
Creating Connections
Curriculum
Multigenerational Events
Social Action/Justice in RE
Multigenerational Holiday Worship Services
Coming of Age & Youth Ministry

What do you appreciate about COA?
How do we want the program to evolve?
Share your thoughts and questions.
An opportunity for everyone to give input.
Please join us for the conversation. If you
cannot attend but would like
to talk about COA, please
contact Perry at
dlre@fusn.org or
617-332-3438.



UPCOMING EVENTS
Valentine’s Potluck for Kids &
Families Saturday, Feb. 9, 5:00 - 7:00
p.m. in the Headstart Room (FUSN’s
large upstairs room) A party designed
for multiple ages: we’ll decorate cup-
cakes, play games, and enjoy pizza and
potluck dinner items. Please bring a

dish or beverage to share. Email
member_services@fusn.org to RSVP.
Valentine’s/Mardi Gras Dance for Grown Ups
Saturday, Feb. 9, 7:30-10:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall 
DJ Bill Saunders will play a mix of lively New
Orleans styled music and romantic Valentine’s Day
inspired music. Decorating coordinator Meg Holland
will create an atmosphere perfect for socializing and
dancing. FUSN will provide fair trade coffee, tea, and
chocolate. The dance is free; please bring a dessert or
beverage to share. Email member_services@fusn.org to RSVP.

FUSN’s next Habitat for Humanity Build Day will
be on Saturday, Feb. 23, 8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. If
you are 16 or older and would like to help build a
home for a low-income family, please join us! Sign up
on the FUSN iVolunteer site at, fusnsignups.ivolun-
teer.com/habitat, or email Barney Freiberg-Dale at 
[see the online directory].
Meeting the Challenges of Climate Change.
Believing that information and action are powerful
tools in making a difference, the Green Sanctuary
Committee will present a series of three evenings of
films and discussions about Global Warming. In the
first presentation held on Thursday, Feb. 28, the video
will include an overview of climate science, US mili-
tary responses, and renewable energy. Eric Olson will
lead the discussion. More information will be in future
newsletters and on the FUSN list serve.

YOUTH COFFEEHOUSE
Save the Date for FUSN’s Youth Coffeehouse
Saturday, March 2, 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. The
Coffeehouse is a blend of Newton talent, brought to
the stage in this youth run event. There will be no
shortage of music, performances, and good food to cre-
ate a night of life and fun. Tickets are $5 for kids and
$10 for adults. Also available for purchase we will
have snacks, tshirts, and Zambian items. All money is
going to Communities Without Borders, an organiza-
tion that funds the Chawama house, an orphanage for
AIDS orphans in Lusaka, Zambia. So join us this
March 2 to see a great show for a great cause!

FUSN’S Core Value of Education
“I never let my schooling get in the way of my educa-
tion.”
This quote, commonly attributed to Mark Twain, was
one of the first items I posted on my dorm room wall
at college. For me it spoke to a basic truth: some of the
most important lessons in life are not taught in school.   
Some of my college readings, in fact, discouraged me
from doing my homework. Walt Whitman, for exam-
ple, implored me to “Let the paper remain on the desk
unwritten, and the book on the shelf unopen’d! …. Let
the school stand! Mind not the cry of the teacher!”
Whitman closes this poem, “Song of the Open Road,”
by asking his reader to join him on the road of life,
“Camerado, I give you my hand! Will you give me
yourself?  … Will you come travel with me?” No won-
der, then, that I spent much of the next summer hitch-
hiking around the United States in search of those 
bigger truths.
Fast forward 30 years, and you now will see on my
resume a section titled, “Education.”  Listed there are
my college and grad school affiliations -- nothing else.
According to my own resume, any “education” for me
ended over twenty years ago!
Thankfully, that is not actually the case. Education for
all of us continues throughout our lives. For many of
us, FUSN is an important part of where our best learn-
ing occurs. This is not by accident – one of our congre-
gation’s six core principles is “Education.” We have
R.E. classes not just for the children but for adults, too.
We listen to sermons, learn from social action projects,
and gain new insights from each other as we share our
joys and concerns, our values and our spiritual lean-
ings. Staff and many of our members work hard to
make sure that our learning continues in a variety of
thoughtful ways.
When polled in various FUSN surveys over the last
few years, however, many FUSNites do not list
“Education” as one of the most important aspects of
their FUSN experience. This FUSN core value often
falls behind the others. Perhaps we take it too much for
granted, or there are too many negative “schooling”
connotations attached to the concept of “education.”
What feelings does the word conjure up for you? How
important is the concept to your happiness and sense of
purpose in life? Does FUSN provide learning for you,
and, if so, how? We each can benefit by asking our-
selves such questions. By being more aware of the
learning we engage in, we are more likely to benefit
from the growth we are experiencing, to appreciate
those who are contributing to that growth, and even
perhaps to be “teachers” to others.

-Carl Metzger, Board of Trustees
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COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

Join us on Feb. 10 for our FUSN Community Breakfast
at 9:00 a.m., in the Parish Hall. Toddlers welcome, we
have high chairs available for them. The menu (eggs,
eggbeater omelets, fried potatoes, pancakes, biscuits,
bacon, sausage, juice and coffee) is great and the price
($4) is unbeatable. Clean-up help appreciated.
Upcoming Community Breakfast dates: March 17,
April 7 and May 5.

VESPERS

Join us for a Vespers service on this month’s theme of
surrender. Vermilion will sing Renaissance and early
Baroque pieces from  Italy, Germany, England, and
Denmark. The guest this month will be harpist, Susan
Miron, formerly of the Melisande Trio. FUSN mem-
bers will read poems they’ve selected. Vespers offers
quiet music and reflection  to ease us into the week
ahead, and into our ever busier lives. 

Deadline for next newsletter is Feb. 19, 9:00 a.m.

FELLOWSHIP DINNER

Mark Saturday, March 9, on your calendar for FUSN’s
Annual Fellowship Dinner. Meet old and new friends.
6:00 p.m. appetizers and music; 7:00 p.m. dinner; 8:30
p.m. dessert, coffee, music, dancing and relaxation.
Some of the small dinner rooms will be available for
conversation and relaxation after the dinner. 

2 Punchbowl on-line invites will go out in February.
Look for them in you e-mail. 

If you do not receive the FUSN newsletter on line or
need more information, please contact: Ruth Comstock,
 [see contact information in the online directory] or Andrea
Kelley, [ditto].
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