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SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M
The theme for December is Hope
12/6   - Rev. Erin Splaine
12/13 - Rev. Rebecca Hinds 
12/20 - Carol Sing
12/24 - Christmas Eve Services
   5:00 p.m.; 7:00 p.m. and 11:30 p.m.
Chime for each baby born in 2015 - If you’d like a
child acknowledged at our 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. Christmas
Eve services, please call 617-527-3203, or email Fran at
office@fusn.org
12/28 - “Quaker Service” - Rev. Erin Splaine

A CONVERSATION WITH THE
BOARD AND MINISTER
Hello everyone! We would like to invite you to our
next “Conversation with the Board and Minister”,
hosted jointly with the Member Services Committee,
to be held on Dec.13 at 11:45 in the Alliance Room.
We’ll provide food and child care.
Our topic will be focused on what it means to belong
to a faith community. We’d like to hear your thoughts
about what being engaged in FUSN means to you.
And because we all have many demands on our time,
and we understand that, at moments we might choose
to engage more or less deeply with the congregation,
we would love to start a conversation to explore:
•  What needs does engaging with FUSN meet for
you?
• What needs do you wish it met?
•  What barriers do you experience to engaging more
deeply?
We look forward to having another interesting and
fruitful discussion with you!
   -Lesley Sneddon, Co-chair, Board of Trustees

FROM THE BOARD
Watch Out for the Toy Room
Yes it is that time again … the Holiday Fair at FUSN.
Welcome to fun, the exhilaration, the sheer madness of
the Holiday Fair. We really do know what we are
doing on this one.
First, let me offer a heartfelt thanks to Bonnie
MacDonald and all who make the Holiday Fair possi-
ble. The event is a gem of our congregational year …
but what I really want to talk about is toys.
Many years ago I found myself working the toy room,
briskly moving product. That is until a young woman,
maybe college-aged (and the daughter of a certain
board chair), was leisurely shopping for just the right
item and suddenly started grabbing toys off the table
in a rather deliberate and intense fashion, grasping a
stuffed animal here and there.  As she pulled out her
money to purchase them, she remarked “I can’t
believe my parents gave this stuff away, these are my
toys!”  Under such conditions, the FUSN Holiday Fair
manual, section 3.2.i states it clearly, she gets the toys
for free.
I am now running the same risk as these poor parents.
For many years, the Holiday Fair was a moment of
accumulation (some crazy, gigantic plastic toy that
will be played with once and then forever take up
space in our house and on this earth). But we have
now crossed over, and the Holiday Fair is that blessed
event that allows us to purge the old toy storage bins
in the basement and attic. Of course this isn’t always
easy, I think our general rule of thumb is that if it has-
n’t been touched for five years it is available to go
through the mommy and daddy sentimental screen,
which can get complicated. This year we hope to
make great progress.
A quick ask of you early readers of the newsletter, if
anyone sees our boys headed up to the toy room,
please distract them, food usually works. It takes a 
village ☺    continued on next page
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Thoughts of the toy room, I must confess, do get me
thinking about the passing of time and the arc of raising
kids at FUSN. The Holiday Fair (and the toy room)
helps anchor the holiday season and is one more of
those FUSN events that gives contours to the year over-
all. I am a big believer in traditions acting as both
anchor and guide in the raising of our boys.
Thank you, for the Holiday Fair, the toy room, and
everything else FUSN brings to our life. -Brian Burba

HEALTHY BABY/HEALTHY CHILD 

The Healthy Baby/Healthy Child Holiday Tree will be
up on Dec. 6 and 13. Please stop by the table and pick
an ornament or two and buy gifts for children whose
families are not able to provide them. This is an oppor-
tunity for you and your children to give to others in
need during the holiday season. Return the gifts to
FUSN by Dec. 21 unwrapped. This program, spon-
sored by the Boston Public Health Commission, is
designed to promote infant survival, positive birth out-
comes, health and nutrition, parenting education, legal
services and much more. Boston Public Health Nurses,
Social Workers, and Community advocates are among
those who provide a range of services to families.
Thanks for your generosity.

AN INVITATION

Welcome, friends and families, to a special benefit 
photography Open House, Sunday, Dec.13 from 11:00
a.m., through 3:00 p.m., 115 Gibbs Street, Newton
Centre, 617-928-9850. Choose from Jeanne’s limited
edition photographs and one of a kind pieces including
elegant flower portraits, seascapes, landscapes and inti-
mate personality portraits, many matted, framed and
ready to hang, perfect for your home or to give as a gift.
Enjoy cookies and cider, coffee, tea and other holiday
specialties while you select one or more of Jeanne
Campbell’s photographs, most of which have graced the
walls of galleries and museums in New Jersey and on
Martha’s Vineyard.
Pay what feels comfortable for you and be as generous
as you can! All proceeds (100%) will be donated. Write
your checks (cash or checks only, please!) to the First
Unitarian Society of Newton, Heifer International,
Planned Parenthood, or Habitat for Humanity. We‘re
looking forward to seeing you and your friends at our
home! Please RSVP, Happy Holidays to All
   Jeanne Campbell, www.jeannefineart.com

RE-CONNECTIONS
We’re in the midst of a busy and exciting time of year.
We recently recognized new families and celebrated our
first graders in a brand new “milestone”--the beginning
of learning about the principles and values of Unitarian
Universalism.
Our congregation is a religious community that values
open minds, listening ears, loving hearts, and helping
hands. We believe that throughout our lives, it is our
responsibility to learn and grow and seek what is true.
We also believe that people need other people, and we
support each other in continuing to learn and grow.
Our first graders spend the year learning about the
seven principles of Unitarian Universalism. To honor
this important year in their growth and journey, we gave
them a book of the principles, with stories, songs, and
prayers to help them deepen their knowledge, their
resiliency, and their love for the world through
Unitarian Universalism. Because this is a new ritual, I
encourage parents of older children who would like this
book to let me know (rowan@fusn.org), and we will get
a book for any child who wants one.
We are entering another season filled with rituals, many
of which revolve around bringing light into times of
darkness--Hanukkah, Solstice, Christmas, Kwanzaa. At
FUSN, we are pulling together our annual Christmas
Pageant which will be happening at the 5:00 p.m., 
service on Christmas Eve. We have our annual Holiday
Fair and many opportunities for giving that align with
our values. Rituals help us give us a form for meaning-
making in our lives. What rituals are important to you
and your family at this time of year? As Unitarian
Universalists, we believe that everyone is inherently
good and worthy, that we all have things to offer to the
world.  How do you bring light into this time of dark-
ness? -Rowan Van Ness

YOUTH MINISTRY

Dec. 6, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. - The youth will be helping to
clean up after the holiday fair. 
Dec. 12, 8:45 a.m. -1:30 p.m. - The youth will be vol-
unteering at the Unitarian Universalist Ministry. There
will be no youth group Dec. 13. 
Dec. 20, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.- Holiday Party- We will have
snacks and games. It will be an opportunity to spend
some relaxed time together. 
Dec. 27 - No youth group 
Please let me know as soon as possible if your youth
will be attending these events. If you have questions or
would like to RSVP, please contact me at
dani@FUSN.org or by phone/text at (517) 881-5485. 
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MUSINGS

CAROLING

Join the FUSN Carolers! Email me at music@fusn.org
if you want to join in the fun and I’ll send you the
details and make sure you have some song sheets.
•  Saturday Dec. 5, 11:00 am., Holiday Fair caroling!
   in Parish Hall
•  Wednesday Dec. 9, 6:00 p.m., at Waban Health
•  Thursday Dec 10, 2:00 p.m., Golden Living Center
•  Thursday Dec 10, 4:00 p.m., CareOne – formerly
   Newton Health Care Center
•  Saturday Dec 12, 1-3:30ish: the Newton Cultural  
   Alliance has asked for some strolling carolers for 
   the neighborhoods of Nonantum (1:00 p.m.) and 
   West Newton (2:30 p.m).
Sing with the choir on Christmas Eve, during the
11:30 p.m. service: we will be singing the transcen-
dently beautiful “Sure On This Shining Night” (words:
James Agee, music: Morten Lauridsen). You can hear
it here, with the composer at the piano:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6aKWCIpNhUI
   
UU Urban Ministry & Cruz Companies Holiday
Tree Lighting
Tuesday Dec. 8, 5:30 p.m. 
The Cox Building One John Eliot Square Roxbury,
MA  02119 
In the Spirit of the Season, Please join us for some
Holiday Cheer. Hope to see you there! 
Refreshments will be served!!! 
Immediately following, all are welcome to a 
community supper at the First Church of Roxbury
across the Street from the Cox Building

A new tradition in Roxbury: Messiah Sing on
Sunday, Dec. 20 at 3:00 p.m., at the historical and
beautiful First Church in Roxbury. Please reply to
Marshall Hughes at mhughes@rcc.mass.edu and bring
a score and a friend.

ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR  

FUSN’S Alternative Gift Fair is  Sunday, Dec. 13, in
Parish Hall from 11:30 to 1:00 pm.
Please save the date of Dec. 13  following the Sunday
Service to explore and consider giving contribution(s) to
those charities we sponsor and care about. A contribu-
tion in the name of a loved one not only honors them,
but nurtures our own holiday spirit and can ease gift
buying stress.
How it works:  When you make a donation towards a
specific charitable organization, you receive a card to
give to your recipient which details your gift contribu-
tion in their name. It provides a perfect opportunity to
buy for those folks who have what they need.
Organizations represented at the different tables in the
Parish Hall will include international and major FUSN
charitable efforts. Tax deductible gifts start at $10.00.
   
CHRISTMAS TREES

Christmas Trees are on the ground in
our back lot, and need to find
homes. We want to sell out this year,
which means moving 400 trees.
How can you help, other than the
obvious way of taking one home
yourself?

• Tell your friends, neighbors, co-workers, and the guy
at the gym. Our operation is planned, managed, and
run completely by volunteers; it’s not a commercial
contractor. That means all the proceeds go to FUSN.
We think that’s unique in Newton, and we’re proud of
it.
• Take a shift selling trees. If you dress warmly, it can
be a lot of fun. The electronically-inclined can preview
the calendar in read-only mode at
calendar.yahoo.com/fusntree. Either way, call up one
of us to sign up.
We are pleased to welcome two new additions to the
team: Matt Cuddy and Eric Moore. Thanks as always
for your support.
The Tree Guys:
Matt Cuddy, 617-866-0104
Barney Freiberg-Dale, 617-794-1326
Eric Haas, 617-413-8735
Bill Horne, 617-987-5103
Jonathan Lilienfeld, 617-592-8897
Ron Mayville, 617-823-8930
Eric Moore, 617-515-0655



COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

Join us for our next monthly Community Breakfast, the
best way to start your Sunday, on Dec. 13 at 9:00 a.m.
in the Parish Hall. The extensive menu includes scram-
bled eggs, scrambled eggs with vegetables, pancakes,
French toast, bacon, sausage, gluten-free corn bread,
home fried potatoes, white and whole wheat biscuits,
vegetarian sausage gravy, fruit, yogurt, jams and jellies,
juices, coffee and tea, and the occasional special treat.
It’s only $4 for adults and $3 for kids. Newcomers eat
free. We have high chairs, too. Upcoming breakfasts –
Jan. 10, Feb. 7, Mar. 13, Apr. 10 and May 22.

EVENING SONG

Evening Song is coming Sunday, Jan. 3, at 7:00 p.m.!
FUSN’s Vespers service sung by Vermilion, a quartet
directed by Amelia LeClair, has a new Name, a new
Time, a new Date! Our monthly service of contempla-
tion with music and poetry chosen by FUSN poets 
continues every FIRST Sunday of the month at 7:00
p.m. in the sanctuary.

Deadline for the next newsletter is Dec. 15,  9:00 a.m.
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FUSN’S NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY

The Membership Committee is excited to announce
that it will be once again hosting its annual New Years
Eve Party! Festivities will include music, games,
crafts, food, and much more! We are currently in the
planning process, so please email Ash Engel at
ash@fusn.org if you want to help, volunteer, or have
any ideas and suggestions. We will be providing more
information and details in the upcoming weeks!

* * * * * * *
Please note, there will be no newsletter over the holi-
days between Dec. 20 and Jan. 2. That means our last
newsletter is Dec. 15.  Our next newsletter will be on
Jan. 5. We wish you all a glorious winter holiday and a
happy and prosperous New Year!         -The FUSN Staff


