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SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M
The theme for December is Joy
Dec. 21 - Solstice Service
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Services

5:00 p.m.                                               
6:45 p.m. Carol Sing
7:00 p.m. 
11:30 p.m.
Chime for each baby born in 2014. If
you’d like a child acknowledged at our 5:00
and 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve services, please
call 617-527-3203, or email Fran at
office@fusn.org.

12/28 - Quaker Service - Rev. Erin Splaine

NEWCOMER COFFEE HOUR

Once a month someone from the Member Services
Committee will be hosting a special coffee hour for
newcomers in the Children’s Chapel following the
service. Please invite the newcomers you speak with
to attend! We’ll see a short film on Unitarian
Universalism and have a time for questions to be
answered. Feel free to attend one yourself! The next
couple of dates are: Jan. 18 and Feb. 15. 

NOTES FROM ERIN
Worshipping Together on Christmas Eve  —
Wednesday, Dec. 24
Again this year we will have three opportunities to
worship together on Christmas Eve. While each 
service will be crafted with a slightly different tone
and tenor everyone, adults and kids alike are 
welcome at any service:
5:00 p.m. — Christmas Pageant
Please join us for a multigenerational celebration of
birth of Jesus and some favorite holiday carols.
6:45 — Carol Sing
Anne and Carson will be leading a pre-service carol
sing.  Come early to lift our voices in joyful song.
7:00 p.m. — Lessons and Carols
This year will be a slightly different telling of the
nativity story.  We will of course continue the tradi-
tion of naming all the newborns of the last year,
lighting of candles and singing traditional Christmas
hymns.
11:30 p.m. — Readings, Music, Candlelight and
Quiet 
All are welcome to gather together for this service of
less traditional readings, music and candlelight. This
service will give us all a chance to center ourselves
after the rush of the holidays. If you would like to be
one of the readers for this service please contact Erin.
Minister’s Discretionary Fund: This Fund exists at
the heart of our common ministry. It is used through-
out the year to help members of our community, both
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here at FUSN and the larger community of which we
are a part, find a way through difficult times.  In the
past the Fund has helped pay a utility bill, or bought
heating oil, or helped with a medical expense, or offset
someone’s rent. If this is a year that finds you feeling
comfortable with your finances please consider donat-
ing to the Fund. As usual the plate at the first two
Christmas Eve Services will be designated for the
Fund. If you are not planning on attending either of
those services please consider sending a donation to
the office with a notation that it is for our Minister’s
Discretionary Fund.  
Most importantly, if you, or someone you know, are in
need please be in touch with Erin.

SAYING GOODBYE TO MEGHAN

I am so sorry to be saying goodbye to this congrega-
tion prematurely and under these circumstances. I
want you to know how grateful I am to have had the
opportunity to serve as your Assistant Minister this
last year. This is a vibrant congregation filled with
many open-hearted, talented, brilliant and loving 
people. The staff is one of the best groups of people
I’ve had the joy to work with. I have enjoyed getting
to know many of you and am sorry I didn’t have the
chance for a deeper connection with each and every
one of you.
We have carved out a couple of opportunities for you
and I to say goodbye to one another. This Sunday the
21st you are invited to bring your coffee to the
Alliance Room following the service for an informal
time of fellowship together. Also, on Monday the 22nd
from 5:30-7:00 p.m. the Board will be hosting a casual
gathering in the Alliance Room. I hope you will drop
by as you are able. If these times will not work for you
please do not hesitate to call me so we can schedule a
time together, 617-620-5464. ~Meghan Cefalu

NEWCOMER CUPS

You will see at the coffee bar some new blue cups
have joined the ranks of the plain white ones. These
are our new cups for visitors and newcomers to use
during coffee hour should they choose to do so. This
helps us all know who in the room is a newcomer so
we can be sure to make them feel especially welcome.

RE CONNECTIONS
Please join us at the 5:00 p.m. service on Christmas
Eve for our annual Christmas Pageant! The service
will be family friendly, with dozens of children 
participating in the service and familiar Christmas
hymns to be sung by all who come.  

This year in particular, I have been reflecting on the
historical period of advent. What might it have felt 
like in a time of social turmoil, when Jesus was born?
There was great colonial oppression by the Romans,
and many popular religious movements sprung up in
response. How does this parallel the oppression that
people feel in our current context?  

Unitarians historically have believed that Jesus is a 
great and important teacher, and that God is one (not
three). What would the birth of Jesus look like to
Unitarians today? What kind of response to the
oppression we see in our society today could create 
the kind of memorable change we’d like to see in our
world? What kind of response would people want to
emulate for years to come?

What better way to feel the joy of the season, than
with children?

A Spiritual Practice for the Holiday Season
When I was a kid, my parents always made me write
thank you notes for the gifts I received at my birthday
or at Christmas time. At that time, I resented what felt
like endless time that I spent writing instead of playing
with my new toys and reading my new books. Now, it
is one of the things for which I’m most grateful.

A number of studies have said that parents are the
most important spiritual role models for children and
teens, which begs the question, how do we want our
children and teens to grow up? What practices do we
want them to carry with them into adulthood?  

For me, the practice of gratitude has been an important
spiritual practice. The world doesn’t “owe” me any-
thing--that having friends and loving family in my life
is a pure blessing. The gifts they share with me--gifts
of time, gifts of love, as well as material gifts--are
incredibly precious. Spending the time to recognize
and express this, by writing thank you notes, is a
chance for me to be grateful to have these people in
my life. To act from a place of appreciation, instead of
a place of expectation and disappointment.  

This holiday season, I invite you to reflect on how
your family might engage with spiritual practice. How
will you align your actions as a family with who you
want to be as people? -Rowan Van Ness
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MUSINGS
In this season of joy and sorrow, some thoughts about
music – and about singing carols, when even people
who “don’t sing” do just that.

“Vocal music is an attempt to take the whole human
being and project it into space.  It is the ultimate ges-
ture of getting out of yourself.  You take a part of you
that is most private, most personal, most inward, and
you hurl it out into space—you project it as far as you
can. That gesture of opening this whole region of the
body results in an enormous spiritual release, and is
felt by other people with tremendous impact.” (Peter
Sellars, quoted in Bill Moyers “A World of Ideas II”)

“When we all sing with one voice, the world will stop
and listen.” (the conductor Robert Shaw)

“In these divided times as much as ever, we need to do
some singing and feeling together, united as both citi-
zens and amateurs.  (Karen Loew, The Atlantic)

"The arts may be not the luxury of the few, but the
last, best hope of humanity to inhabit with joy this
planet." (Robert Shaw)

You can inhabit our particular part of the planet with
joy on Christmas Eve. We will sing together some of
our most beautiful carols, in three services: at 5pm,
with our children; at a brief carol sing at 6.45pm, and
during the 7pm service; and at 11.30pm (when we get
to sing the sublime “In the bleak midwinter”).

“Oh rest beside the weary road And hear the angels
sing.” (Edmund Hamilton Sears) 

-Anne Watson Born

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE
On Dec. 13, the FUSN Youth Group participated with
other local youth groups in the UU Urban Ministry
Holiday Party. We helped elementary aged children
make presents for their loved ones. Thanks to Dana
Hanson, we had a really cool craft, which was a little
paper pouch that we filled with chocolate! There was
also a potluck for the program participants, and our
youth served lunch to the children and their families.
We had a really great time and provided some fun to
brighten the holidays of the participants.  

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE (continued)
We also had our own holiday party on the 14th, com-
plete with potluck and entirely too much sugar. There
was a rousing Yankee Swamp, but most of the gifts
were eaten before the end of the party! We also had
several rounds of what may have been the most emo-
tionally charged holiday BINGO in the history of ever.
Apparently none of our youth ever win at anything (I
feel like this may be hyperbole, but I’m just trying to
accurately report what was said). We’ve had a great
semester and I’m looking forward to spring! 

-Mandy Beal

FABULOUS FUSN SERVICE AUCTION
Save the Date! Global Carnival at the Fabulous FUSN
Auction. Call it Mardi Gras, Carnival, Carnivale or
Carnival, but plan to be at the Fabulous FUSN
Services Auction on Saturday evening, Jan. 31.
Where else can you get dinner, drinks, fun AND a
babysitter for Five Bucks? and a chance to win cool
stuff like vacation weekends and gourmet dinners?
Laissez les bons temps rouler!

LAY MINISTERS
The FUSN lay ministers are available to help members
and friends who are experiencing difficulties and could
use a listening ear, help with meals in case of illness,
rides to the doctor, and the like. If you would like to
reach a lay minister, here is the list below. If you
would like to be one of those who make up our Care
Crew—the cadre of people the lay ministers call on to
help—just e-mail for more information or to sign up to
be in the Care Crew database.

Judy Friedman, 617-325-9886, judyfried@verizon.net 

Cris Goldsmith, 617-969-1638,crisgoldsmith@gmail.com

Kathy Hearn, 617-965-0938, kathyhearn@rcn.com 

Jud Leonard, 617-969-2623, jud.leonard@gmail.com 

Erin O’Donnell, 303-520-3917,ejnodonnell@gmail.com

Cindy Orrell, 617-901-6848, cindy_orrell@hotmail.com 

Thom Theara, 617-849-4711, thomtheara@yahoo.com



COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
Join us for our Community Breakfast on Jan. 11
Toddlers welcome, we have high chairs available for
them. The menu (eggs, eggbeater omelets, fried pota-
toes, pancakes, biscuits, bacon, sausage, juice and cof-
fee) is great and the price ($4) is unbeatable. Clean-up
help appreciated. Upcoming Community Breakfast
dates: Feb. 8; March 8; April 12, May 17.

VESPERS AT FUSN
The monthly Vespers service with the Vermilion
Quartet, Amelia LeClair, director, will be Sunday, Jan.
11 at 7:30 p.m. in our sanctuary. The service is designed
for diversity of spirit and thoughtful meditation. This is
a unique monthly service of music led by the Vermilion
Quartet and poetry—written or chosen—read by
FUSN’s poets. Vespers will last just half an hour—a
way to set aside the noise and stress of daily life and to
spend some time in stillness and mystery. Second
Sundays at 7:30 p.m. 

Deadline for the next Newsletter is Jan. 6

GUEST AT YOUR TABLE 
Guest at Your Table envelopes will be collected
Sunday Dec 21. This supports the Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee which advances
human rights world wide. UUSC defends workers'
rights, the right to clean drinking water and supports
healthcare and access to affordable food  and provides
disaster relief. Donations of $125 or more will be
matched by the UU church in Manhasset, NY.
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