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SUMMER SERVICE - 9:30 A.M.

Aug. 26 - “Before the Song at the Sea” - Matt Meyer
As people of faith we’re called to work together to
create the world as it might be. Living the change we
wish to see can bring us through discomfort and trou-
bled water. In the midst of a status quo that can push
us down, join us this Sunday for a service of rhythm,
song, and a challenge to live our values and lift each
other up.

SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M

Sept. 9 - 10:15 a.m. - “In Gathering” 
Rev. Erin Splaine 

MULTIGENERATIONAL WATER
INGATHERING SERVICE

On Sunday, Sept. 9, we will include a very 
special dedication of kids ages 2 and above. Join in
as we begin our year together, sharing water from
our special places and officially welcoming many of
our already participating children as part of our com-
munity, pledging to them and their families that we
will support and encourage them as they continue to
grow spiritually. Please call Fran, our Church
Administrator, at 617-527-3203, to let her know if
you would like to have your child be a part of this
very special dedication. Email Perry, dlre@fusn.org
if you have questions about the service.

NOTE FROM ERIN
Greetings from the last little sliver of vacation — I
have been away from Newton for a couple of weeks
now and am so grateful for the chance to relax and
replenish. Be that as it may, I am so very much look-
ing forward to getting back to FUSN and beginning
our third year together.  

In past years the summer months have brought a
quiet and calm to our beloved FUSN. This summer
has broken that norm a bit as things have not been so
quiet at 1326 Washington Street. Perry Montrose our
new Director of Lifespan Religious Education
Ministries started his work with us at the beginning
of the month. Kristin Cleveland our Member
Services Coordinator is now with us full-time and
has a great year already mapped out. Fran Clancy,
our Administrator, and Anne Watson Born, our
Director of Music Ministry have been working and
organizing and planning and preparing. As of the
middle of this month Beth Walton, our RE Assistant
has been back at work getting things ready for class-
es to begin again next month. Your intrepid staff has
been hard at work preparing for a wonderful and full
year here at FUSN — we are all looking forward to
Water Sunday on the 9th of Sept. and seeing you all
again.

As we did last year we will be using monthly wor-
ship themes as a way of sharing spiritual exploration
and development across all ages.  Each month we
will be anchored around a particular theological
theme, one that will be explored in our worship 
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services, our music, our Lifespan Religious Education
program and a monthly conversation circle I will facil-
itate during coffee hour. Whenever the worship sched-
ule allows we will introduce the theme at the first wor-
ship service of the month. Each month, at least two of
the Sunday services will be centered on a particular
theme. 
Here is a list of the themes we will be exploring this
year:
September — Covenant 
October — God
November — Death
December — Peace
January — Faith
February — Surrender
March — Trust
April — Mercy
May — Calling
June — Gratitude
Starting in October we will be offering a new pro-
gram, Chalice Circles (small groups of 8-10 adults and
a facilitator), which will give participants a chance to
delve more deeply into the themes of the year while
connecting with other members of our community.  
Our new Chalice Circle program is designed to create
space in our physical, mental, emotional and spiritual
calendars. There is so much in our lives that call us to
do — to do more — to rush — to move at greater and
faster speeds. There is always so much that call for our
attention — that make demands on our time. Our
Chalice Circles are meant to be a place — a time out-
side your everyday swirl — where you might delve
into each other’s stories, experiences and understand-
ing of who and how we are in the world as individuals
and members of a faith community.  

Chalice Circles — will gather once a month (October-
June) to consider each theme of the month through
readings and other resources designed to focus the
conversation. Our plan is to offer a variety of meeting
times so that as many members of our community who
would like to participate can do so. As we roll into
September and the beginning of our time together we
will have more information available about how to
join a Chalice Circle.

In the meantime, know that your wonderful staff is
working to make things ready. We are preparing for
our homecoming in early September. I can’t wait for
our year to begin in earnest.  See you all soon!

MUSINGS
Michael Webster, a choral singer in Ontario, has a list
of “life lessons” that he’s learned from making music.
Here is a bit of what he writes:
• Listen to others. Really listen. Especially to women.

They usually have the melody.
• Dare to have confidence. It is worse to hesitate than 

to make a mistake.
• Seek harmony.
• Singing always makes me feel good.
As we enter into another year of worshipping together,
I invite you all to make some music and discover your
own truths. We have many ensembles that would 
welcome you and many times to fit your schedule.
The Sanctuary Choir rehearses on Wednesday nights,
7:30-9ish, and on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. I will
be posting information about our upcoming music on
the Music bulletin board and online. We usually work
about four weeks ahead, so if you’d like to sing on a
particular Sunday, you can make that small time 
commitment. Or you can become addicted like the rest
of us and come all the time.
If you’ve got an instrument sitting in a closet some-
where, haul it out and join the FUSN
Intergenerational Chamber Orchestra. It is a joy to
witness the mentoring that goes on every week
between our children and adults as they play together.
FIGCO rehearses on Sundays after the service.
Our amazing FUSN Band plays regularly in our 
services and rehearses in general on selected Sunday
mornings. If you love to play folk, bluegrass, pop,
gospel, or rock music, these are your people. 
If you have children or simply like being with chil-
dren, come and sing with the Family Choir. We meet
on Sundays after the service for 20-30 minutes and
have a rollicking good time singing and playing
rhythm instruments.
In addition, we have a Gospel Choir that sings occa-
sionally, and a newly-formed Flute Choir. We have
hand drums for anyone who wants to commune with
the rhythm gods, and we have a zillion Sundays when
we’d like to hear you play/sing a solo, a duet, a trio,
whatever. 
I would like to also invite you to participate by joining
the Music Committee. We have several events com-
ing up this year (an area-wide concert in October, car-
oling in December, a gospel workshop in April) and
we would love your help in organizing and promoting
them and in growing the FUSN music program.
Please feel free to write to me at music@fusn.org for
more information and to join in our music-making.

-Anne Watson Born



PERRY’S PONDERINGS
After enthusiastically accepting the DLREM position
at FUSN, I visited on April 15 and was fortunate to
hear Erin’s award-winning sermon “The Fierce
Urgency of Now.” Erin quoted MLK Jr., saying, “We
are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied
in a single garment of destiny.” As Unitarian
Universalists we recognize the importance of that
interdependence, while honoring the individual jour-
ney.
The Boston Marathon was that weekend and I watched
the story in each runner’s grueling trek through the
heat. An elderly man hunched to one side, as he ran
with a wet cloth on his head, high-fived a little girl
who cheered him on. A woman standing next to me
peered through the packs of runners hoping to see her
colleague. She wondered aloud if she would even rec-
ognize him because everyone looked so haggard. As
we move through deep challenges we are sometimes
unrecognizable to others and even ourselves. The
woman did see her friend and her embrace encouraged
him on.
A couple of weeks earlier, I sat in a Newton coffee
shop deciding on the career choice that would mean
greater distance from family, when I was struck by a
beautiful musical piece that also caught the attention
of a woman who struck up a conversation. Her hus-
band, a retired minister, joined us in talking about per-
sonal and congregational life. She reflected, “Part of
being away from family is that you make family where
you are. We are all connected.”
I intuitively felt a connection to FUSN when I first
read about the position and congregation. It became
more apparent as I went through the interview process,
meeting the Search Committee and staff. It was solidi-
fied when I experienced the vibrancy of this congrega-
tion on a Sunday morning.
As DLREM, I endeavor to be a guiding companion in
the wonder, struggles, questions, longings, and joys we
wish to explore individually and in community. We
move through our own growth and unfolding in a
deeper way within dynamic supportive community. I
look forward to the marathon of life that we will share
and the ways in which I can offer you a wet cloth, a
high-five, a cheer, or simply recognize your face dur-
ing difficult times and joyous occasions. Thank you
for bringing me into this congregational community
and having the opportunity to begin building a trusting
relationship with each of you.

Children’s Religious Education classes begin on Sept. 16.
RE Open House - Sept. 16 at 9:15 a.m. in the Alliance
Room - Invite a friend

R.E. NEWS

Would you, could you join us in the spring? 
It is only yourself you need bring.

If you can teach RE with your breath of fresh air, please call or
email to be sure Beth is made aware. 617-332-3438;
reassist@fusn.org

(Two Preschool teachers also still needed this fall)

Pizza with Perry in the Parish Hall! 
Come get to know the new 
Director of Religious Education
Ministries over pizza on 
Wednesday, Sept. 12, 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. RSVP to Alan Cody 
amc343@cornell.edu. Hope to 
see you there!

YOUTH GROUP POTLUCK PICNIC
Thursday Aug. 30 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. All youth and
all parents (including recent high school graduates and
incoming 9th graders) are invited to this evening of
Food (Bring a dish to share), Games, Friends, and Fun
Times. We will meet outside on the FUSN lawn (If it
is raining we will move inside). Come connect with
old friends, meet new friends (welcome 9th graders!!)
and say one last goodbye to our recent grads. Parents,
this is also a chance for you to connect! Hope to see
you there!
Save the Date: Youth Group Kick-Off, Sunday Sept. 9
at 6:00 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * * * *
THANK UU’S - The lay ministers would like to
thank the following volunteers for their generosity and
care during the months of June and July: Jeff Baker,
Barbara Bates, Jeannie Chaisson, Allan Hartman,
Bruce Holbein, Clare Kastner, Eileen Kurkoski, Mike
Milburn,  Debbie Minard, Naomi and Eric Olson, Bob
Persons, Deb Pierce, Pete and Brenda Roberts, Wendy
Schwartz, Pete Smith, Bobbie Sproat, Norm and Kate
Thibeault, Dede Vittori, Jennifer Wells, Ann
Woodbury, Nancy Wrenn, and Bart Wright.
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“Today you are You,
that is truer than true.
There is no one alive
who is Youer than
You.”  Dr. Seuss



COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

Join us on Sept. 9 for our first FUSN Community
Breakfast at 9:00 a.m., in the Parish Hall. Toddlers wel-
come, we have high chairs available for them. The
menu (eggs, eggbeater omelets, fried potatoes, pan-
cakes, biscuits, bacon, sausage, juice and coffee) is
great and the price ($4) is unbeatable. Clean-up help
appreciated. Upcoming Community Breakfast dates:
Oct. 14, Nov. 11, Dec. 9, Jan. 13, Feb. 10, March 17,
Apr. 7 and May 5.

VESPERS SERVICE

The first monthly Vespers service with the Vermilion
Quartet, Amelia LeClair, director, will be Sunday,
Sept. 9  at 7:30 p.m. in our sanctuary. The service is
designed for diversity of spirit and thoughtful medita-
tion. This is a unique monthly service of music led by
the Vermilion Quartet and poetry—written or chosen—
read by FUSN’s poets. Vespers will last just half an
hour—a way to set aside the noise and stress of daily
life and to spend some time in stillness and mystery. 
Deadline for next newsletter is Sept. 11, 9:00 a.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Friday, Sept. 7: Welcome Back FUSN Fun Night
Pizza, Games for Grown-ups, Games for Kids, Movie
for Tweens - 5:30 – 9:00 p.m. Parish Hall, (and movie
in the Children’s Chapel)
Saturday, Sept. 8: Music Retreat. - 9:00 a.m. - 2:00
p.m. Parish Hall (potluck lunch)
Sunday, Sept. 9: Community Breakfast - 9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m. Parish Hall
Sunday, Sept. 9: Multigenerational Water Ingathering
& Child Dedication Service. Bring water symbolizing
an experience from the summer - 10:15 a.m. Sanctuary
Sunday, Sept. 9: Youth Group starts - 6:00 p.m. - 8:00
p.m. in the Youth Room
Sunday, Sept. 9: Second Sunday Vespers - 7:30 p.m. -
8:00 pm Sanctuary
Wednesday, Sept. 12: Pizza with Perry - 5:30 p.m. -
7:30 p.m. Parish Hall
Sunday, Sept. 16: RE Open House and start of RE -
9:15 a.m. Bring a friend to check out FUSN’s RE pro-
gram & a worship service
Sunday, Sept. 16: Radical Hospitality Workshop -
11:45 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Children’s Chapel (refresh-
ments provided)
Monday Sept. 17: Rosh Hashanah Dinner - 5:30 p.m.
hors d’ouvres & mingling, 6:00 p.m. ceremony and
dinner. Parish Hall
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HOW MANY POINTS DO WE RATE?

A person visited 18 churches on successive Sundays to find out what they were really like. She sat near the front,
walked around after the service, smiled, acted friendly, and dressed neatly. She spoke to someone. She remained
for coffee. This is the rating scale she used:
10 for a smile from a worshipper
10 for a greeting
100 for the exchange of names
200 for an invitation to have coffee
200 for an invitation to return
1000 for an introduction to another person
1000 for an invitation to meet the minister
Based on this scale, 11 of the 18 churches earned fewer than 100 points. Five received less than 20. She conclud-
ed: “This church’s principles may be relevant, the music most inspiring, and/or the sermon uplifting, but when
visitors find that nobody cares whether they are there, they are not likely to come back.”
What can you do to ensure that FUSN would receive a rating of over 1000?  The Member Services Committee is
sponsoring two Radical Hospitality workshops on Sundays, Sept. 16 and 23. Watch for more details and plan to
take advantage of these two opportunities to help ensure that FUSN is “radically hospitable” to visitors.

CONNECTIONS

Fund Our Communities, Not War - Fall Forum Series on Cutting the Military Budget. 
Sunday, Sept. 30, 7:00 -9:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary  
Speakers: Chris Hellman, Research Analyst, National Priorities Project
Mike Prokosch, National Coordinator, New Priorities Network
Sunday, Oct. 21, 7:00-9:00 p.m in the Parish Hall
Speaker: Bruce Gagnon, Coordinator of the Global Network against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space
Sunday, Nov. 18, 7:00-9:00 p.m., in the Parish Hall    
Speaker: William Hartung, Director of the Arms and Security Project at the Center for International Policy.
The Forums are open to the public at no charge. This program is part of the FUSN Social Action Council. 
Second collections - The FUSN Council for Social Action is accepting nominations/applications for Second
Collections to be held in 2012/2013. Any organization is welcome to submit an application, including those
groups that receive funds from the Social Action Budget. If you have access to e-mail, e-mail psmith@igc.org to
request an electronic application/guidelines. Submit your application to: psmith@igc.org by Friday, Sept. 7. If
you do not have access to e-mail, please call Peter Smith at 617-244-0238 and he will get you a paper applica-
tion/guide lines.


