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SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M

The worship theme for April is: Soul
4/5 - Easter - Multigenerational Service
4/12 - Rev. Erin Splaine
4/19 - “Just As I Am” - Rev. Ken Sawyer
4/26 - Rev. Erin Splaine - Special Collection

NEW TO UU

If you are considering becoming a member of FUSN or
would like to know more about our congregation and
Unitarian Universalism, you are invited to attend the
“New to UU” retreat on April 11 held here at FUSN from
8:30 to 1:00 p.m. This will be an opportunity to get to
know others, share some of your own story and learn a
little about UUism. We’ll start by breaking bread together
(bagels), we’ll have a tour of the historic building, and
we’ll learn a little about how the congregation functions.
Childcare will be provided. RSVP to Fran Clancy in the
church office (office@fusn.org) 

WALK FOR HUNGER

The Walk for Hunger is Sunday, May 3, to raise
money for 400 soup kitchens and food pantries in
New England. FUSN has had a proud team for over
30 years. Care to join us? The FUSN team leaves
after coffee hour and walks together. Parents with
kids can walk as long or as short as you like. Get
your walking papers at the Social Action table. Join
our team or sponsor a donor at
www.projectbread.org/walk-for-hunger. Team is
“First Unitarian Society in Newton”. Hungry people
thank you! 

RE-CONNECTIONS
These past several weeks have been a tremendous
amount of fun here in religious education (RE), includ-
ing a Coming of Age trip to Ecclesia to provide hospi-
tality and warm clothing to Boston's homeless popula-
tion, a youth-run Coffee House and youth-run worship
service, and exciting projects like a special Music
Sunday in RE classes. Volunteers have been busily
meeting to talk about growing the involvement of
music in children and youth programs, thinking about
justice projects that families can be involved in, and
how to continue to nurture and grow our incredible
programs.  
A bounty of exciting events are coming up in RE in
the coming weeks! Please be sure to keep your eyes
peeled for more information on these upcoming
events.
April 12 (9-10am): Teacher Training on Welcoming all
Children in RE and easy ways to incorporate music
April 19 (RE + Coffee Hour): Special Earth Day activ-
ities--involving chickens, planting, bikes, and more!
April 26 (RE): Justice Sunday activities and conversa-
tions with Mother's Day Walk for Peace founder Tina
Cherie 
May 17 (9-10am): Teacher Appreciation Community
Breakfast! Free breakfast for all 2014-2015 RE
Teachers.
May 17 (9:15-10am): Join our Community
Conversation about expanding Our Whole Lives
(OWL) Sexuality Education program, adding 5th
grade and Adult programs next year.
May 31 (11:30am-12:30pm) Free Pizza Lunch for
Teachers -- Chance for current teachers and next year’s
teachers to share notes and ask questions about cur-
riculum and classes.      continued on next page
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June 14 - End of Year Ice Cream Sundaes, provided by
RE during the congregational BBQ at the end of the
year
A separate flyer has been created for upcoming family-
friendly justice events.  Please ask if you haven't seen it
yet.
Interested in getting involved with some of the plan-
ning?  Be in touch with Rowan if you're interested in
joining any of the RE Teams on Justice, Music,
Curriculum, Connections, Adult RE, and more.  We'd
love your input in shaping programs and opportunities
that work for you and/or your family.  Email Rowan at
rowan@fusn.org for more information.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Dear FUSN Community,
The Board continues to work on finding ways to help
our beloved community heal from all the division, 
anxiety and sadness this year has brought us. As we
move forward in our shared desire to heal, we 
encourage you to continue to share your suggestions
with us and with each other about how to process,
learn from, and improve our ability to handle a 
diversity of opinions at FUSN.
A group of FUSNites has proposed an amendment to
our current bylaw on membership. They have asked
the Board to include a vote on that amendment in our
annual meeting on June 14. You can find below the
language proposed, as well as the current membership
bylaw language.
As is usual when any bylaw change is proposed, our
Bylaws Committee has been asked to study the 
proposal and to gather input from the congregation at
large. To that end, Gordon Moriarty will be notifying
you in the near future about an opportunity to come
together on Sunday April 26 after the service, to dis-
cuss the bylaw proposal. He will also welcome input
by email, especially from those who cannot attend the
meeting. In addition, he and/or the Board will provide
some background information, to set a context for the
questions before us.
The Board wants you to know that we have not taken a
position on the particular proposed bylaw amendment,
although we are favorably disposed toward revisiting
and updating our membership bylaw. Rather, we are
eager to hear the interests, concerns, suggestions, and
opinions of all our members. It will help inform future
actions by the Board on this matter.
Our membership bylaw now reads as follows:
Article III Membership
SECTION 1. Any person, who has attained age fifteen
or who is a graduate of the Coming of Age Program or
an equivalent program approved by the Religious
Education Council, who is in sympathy with the

Society’s purpose and program and whose written
application has been accepted by the Board of Trustees
may become a member of the Society.
A person who has been a member of the Society for at
least 30 days shall have the right to hold office and to
vote at all meetings. Membership is open to all quali-
fied persons regardless of race, color, sex, sexual ori-
entation, age (other than those who have not attained
age 15) or national origin.
SECTION 2. Any member of the Society, who for a
period of two years has neither attended nor con-
tributed to its financial support, may be dropped from
membership by vote of the Board of Trustees.
The proposed amendment would substitute:
Membership is open to all qualified persons regardless
of racialized identity, ethnicity, gender expression, gen-
der identity, sex, disability, affectional or sexual orien-
tation, family and relationship structures, age (other
than those who have not attained age 15), language,
citizenship status, economic status, or national origin,
and without requiring adherence to any particular
interpretation of religion, or to any particular religious
belief, or creed.
For this existing sentence: 
Membership is open to all qualified persons regardless
of race, color, sex, sexual orientation, age (other than
those who have not attained age 15) or national origin.
Thank you for your attention, your patience, and your
good will.  The Board is very aware that many in our
FUSN community are looking to us to help lead us all
back to a more stable, loving, and welcoming state of
togetherness.  We are far from perfect or even very
experienced in this work, but please know that we are
doing our best, always keeping the best interests of the
entire congregation as our guiding principle.
Please “save the date” for the meeting on April 26, and
watch your FUSN email for more information from
Gordon Moriarty.  Thank you, and happy spring!

Bobbie Sproat, Chair, Board of Trustees

Call for Nominations for A Developing Leadership
Team. Leadership is a form of ministry at FUSN—a
way to build a community that cares for its members
and works for a just world. The Board seeks nomina-
tions and self-nominations for a three-member team
that will make leadership opportunities and achieve-
ments more visible to the congregation and create
opportunities to find your own leadership pathway. See
details and selection criteria on the hallway bulletin
board or Fran Clancy’s office. Contact Cathy Morocco:
catherine.morocco@gmail.com.
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The 4th annual Hope Out Loud celebration, “Bridging Communities and Families through Praise and Music”,
will be held Sunday April 12, 3-5pm at our UU Urban Ministry (10 Putnam St., Roxbury). This intergenerational
and interfaith performance features children and adults from all over the area dancing and singing and testifying;
it is a way for us to hear a diverse collection of voices speak their truths; and it is a time for all to sing together.
Hope Out Loud is free and open to the public, with a reception following. It is a wonderful and engaging after-
noon – perfect for all ages.

At this year’s Hope Out Loud, UU singers from congregations in the Boston area will combine to sing two
beloved songs (“Draw the Circle” and “How Good!”). Children from Union United Methodist Church's
Liturgical Dance Team, and their Radical Praise children's choir, will perform, as will the dynamic Youth Choir
from Mattapan’s Greater Victory Temple. Various local musicians will participate, including Shawn McCann
from our Groton congregation, who will be leading the HOL 4 Band.

And...the singers of the Boston Community Choir will lead us all in a Gospel Sing - bring your voice and help us
make HOPE come alive!

Also coming up: “Choirs and Cantors in Song” on Sunday May 17, 7:00 p.m. at Temple
Shalom. An Interfaith Concert of beautiful songs from cantors and choirs throughout
Newton, harmoniously and beautifully bringing together the voices of Newton’s religious
organizations. Reception following concert.

FUSN’s Sanctuary Choir will be singing in this concert – if you’d like to join us for this
wonderful event, please contact Anne Watson Born, music@fusn.org

Youth Choir of Greater Victory Temple at last year’s Hope Out Loud concert

UU MASS ACTION
Registration for UU Mass Action’s 10th annual UU Advocacy Day is now open! Tuesday April 14th, 9:30 a.m
to 4:00 p.m., Arlington Street Chuch, 351 Boylston St, Boston, then the State House.
We will hear a special message from Bill McKibben, world renowned climate activist and co-founder of 350.org.
Our Keynote speak is Senator William Brownsberger, D-Belmont. Senator Brownsberger is a Unitarian
Universalist, Chair of the Joint Committee on the Judiciary, and strong leader and ally in legislation to address
climate change, ending mass incarceration, immigrant rights, and economic justice. Our Worship Leaders are
Rev Nathan Detering, Senior Minister and Rev Heather Concannon, Assistant Minister for Youth and Family
from First Parish in Sherborn.
Following the morning program, we will break into groups to prepare for the legislative meetings at the State
House.  Each group will be facilitated by lead issue organizers.  Participants are asked to choose their preferred
issue focus when registeringfor the event. Registration: http://tinyurl.com/mzuo33z. Register by April 1 and the appoint-
ment with your legislator will be made for you.Ticket Price $25 - Covers breakfast, lunch, beverages & building use fee.



COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
Join us for our next Community Breakfast on April 12
from 9-10 in the Parish Hall.  Our menu consists of
scrambled eggs, scrambled eggs with vegetables, pan-
cakes, French toast, home fried potatoes, bacon,
sausage, white and whole wheat biscuits, gluten free
corn bread, fruit, yogurt, jams and jellies, juices, coffee
and tea, and sometimes a special treat. We have high
chairs for the tots. The price is only $4 for adults and $3
for children. First timers eat free. Clean-up help appre-
ciated. Upcoming Community Breakfast dates:  May
17.

VESPERS
The monthly Vespers service with the Vermilion
Quartet, Amelia LeClair, director, will be Sunday, April
12 at 7:30 p.m. in our sanctuary. The service is designed
for diversity of spirit and thoughtful meditation. This is
a unique monthly service of music led by the Vermilion
Quartet and poetry—written or chosen—read by
FUSN’s poets. Vespers will last just half an hour—a
way to set aside the noise and stress of daily life and to
spend some time in stillness and mystery. 

NEWCOMERS POTLUCK

Save the date: Newcomers Pot Luck. If
you have just started coming to FUSN
since September 2014 or if you still feel
new you are welcome to sign up for the
May 2, 2015 gathering. Contact Brenda
Roberts, bnroberts@comcast.net.

FUSN’s Annual Budget Drive is in full swing  --   
during March folks gathered at some 20 FUSN Pledge
Parties! But the Annual Budget Drive is far from over.
At the end of March we have pledges for 58% of our
goal so we need your help. Have you signed your
pledge card yet? FUSN is entirely self funded and we
depend on our members’ donations to sustain our con-
gregation and all the  important things we do. You can
pick up a pledge form at FUSN or download a pledge
form at <http://www.fusn.org/sites/default/files/record-
ings/pledge_card_2015.docx> and drop it by the office
or mail it in. From your grateful Annual Budget team,
David Morocco, davidmorocco@gmail.com; Linda
Rinearson, lindarino@rcn.com; Urban Larson, urban-
larson@juno.com
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