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SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M

April 15 - Rev. Erin Splaine

April 22 - Lay led service

April 29 - Rev. Erin Splaine

OPEN QUESTIONS MEETING
Come be part of the next conversation! We had a
successful first Open Questions meeting in March on
the topic of FUSN’s role in the larger community.
There was lively discussion of FUSN’s muti-faceted
identity, community spirit, and ways we can let 
others know who are. More information to come!

The Board of Trustees invites you to the second
“Open Questions” forum in the Parish Hall from
12:00 -1:30 on Sunday, April 29. We will consider
the topic of Growth. In the next couple weeks, we
invite you to think about the following questions and
come share your thoughts.

• What do we mean by growth? 
• How does it impact our relationships in the 

larger community? 
• How does it impact our relationships with 

each other? 
• What is the financial impact? 

In a spirit of community-building, come and join us
for conversation and a light lunch. Feel free to

contact Ann Woodbury, [see Leaders List or Online
 Directory for their contact info] or Margaret Costello

with questions.

A NOTE FROM ERIN
Three Sundays a month as part of our Sunday wor-
ship service, we share with each other the joys and
concerns of our lives. This time together is a rich and
rewarding moment that helps us get to know each
other better and reminds us that all of our lives are
layered and complex — that each and everyone of us
carries stories and experiences of triumph and pain.
The sharing of our personal joys and concerns is an
important part of our time together, yet of late there
are aspects of that moment in the service that need to
be addressed. I would love your help in doing just
that.

The main concern I have about joys and concerns is
how best to do them in a congregation of our size.
When we plan a worship service each and every
aspect of the service is timed out usually with fairly
good accuracy. Anne, Barb and I work together to
make sure that each element builds on and comple-
ments all the other elements. Lately, we have had to
limit not only what elements we can incorporate in
each service but how long each part of the service
can be because we cannot count on the timing of joys
and concerns. There have been some Sundays this
year when joys and concerns have run 7-10 minutes
long — other weeks up to 15-20 minutes. As a com-
munity we have the great and good fortune to share
with each other and yet we need to reconsider how
best to continue to do that.

Please join the lay ministers and me in the Alliance
Room after service on Sunday, May 6 for a conversa-
tion about joys and concerns. Please bring your
thoughts and ideas for how best to amend but not end
them.   



FUSNewsFUSNews

STEADFAST FAITH
Faith Kreider has been a lifelong UU, and started
coming to the First Unitarian Society in Newton in
1970. A year later Faith and her husband James joined
FUSN, and soon they were helping to run FUSN yard
sales and auctions.

By 1976 Faith was serving on the Board of Trustees,
and in her third year on the Board, (1978-79) she
became the Chair. It was a particularly challenging
year to lead FUSN due to difficult surprises and transi-
tions (the minister, the custodian, and the newsletter
editor resigned, and financial limitations forced the
Board to request that the RE committee cut its budg-
et). Faith wrote in her report for the June 1978 annual
meeting, “The Board of Trustees has spent time grap-
pling with questions concerning ministerial settlement,
the parsonage, building use, program, and budget ...
we were once again faced with the unhappy choice of
deficit spending versus program cut back.” Faith
added, “I close with my hopes for this church. I look
forward to the coming of a new minister. I hope that
he or she will help us realize our full potential.”

After completing her term as Board Chair, Faith began
serving as FUSN’s assistant treasurer; she became the
treasurer in 1985, and in that capacity she attended
board meetings for another 25 years! Faith also
chaired the RE committee during the early 1980s, co-
chaired a large capital campaign to support building
renovations, and worked for many years on the
Holiday Fair. When asked why she has given so much
time to FUSN, Faith explained, “It is an organization
whose values I admire, and I’d like to see those
spread. By supporting FUSN in the ways that I can, I
help make it possible for others to do the same in the
areas where their skills can be useful. I admire the
commitment and breadth of interests in our congrega-
tion and all the ways we try to nurture the values of
Unitarian Universalism in the community and the
world at large.”

Faith also admires the way that FUSN values its mem-
bers. “How many organizations had women as Board
chairs back in the 60s and 70s? Since I’ve been here
we have always had relatively equal representation in
the groups that were doing the work of the church –
we’ve always had women in leadership positions.”

While she is glad to be supporting UU, Faith’s hard
work has provided her with personal rewards as well.
In 1980 she joined one of FUSN’s first Women’s
Groups. It still meets nearly every other week. “I think 

FAITH (continued)

we are the longest standing women’s group here.
These gals have been my good friends through thick
and thin ... we’ve gone through a lot together over the
years.” Faith has also been a member of the bridge
group for over 25 years, and has been a part of
FUSN’s small group ministry. “I’ve always enjoyed
the people. My close friends are here. We’d work on
things together. It’s always been a nice community.”

Faith’s interest in UU continues in the younger
Kreider generations. Her daughter was in FUSN’s first
Coming of Age class (in 1984), and now her oldest
grandson will be in COA next year.

Throughout her years as a member of the First
Unitarian Society in Newton, Faith has provided this
community with her steadfast support. It is not only
ministers, but also members like Faith who help
FUSN meet challenges and realize our full potential.

-Compiled by Kristin Cleavland

PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN
Pledge in Peace! As Andrea Zatarian explained in her
moving testimonial, FUSN is a wonderful village in
which to raise our children. But with young children
scampering about, it’s still hard sometimes to find a
minute to sit still yourself. For just that reason, we
have a couple of pledge gatherings with you in mind!  

We’ll have two Sunday morning Pledging Breakfasts
at FUSN, with childcare provided, on April 22 and 29,
8:45 a.m.-10:00 a.m. Come sit with fellow parents and
others to enjoy coffee and breakfast, discuss how
FUSN works for you, and make your pledge. 

On April 22, in honor of Earth Day, Henrietta the Hen
will entertain the kids and offer tips on how they, even
as young children, can work to effect social change,
take better care of the Earth, and help their parents
reduce their carbon footprint. She will also have a
small gift for each child, so be sure to RSVP.

On April 29, Jennifer Lerner and Brian Gill will host
the “Last Chance” Pledging Breakfast, where parents
and others can enjoy a group stewardship conversation
and make their pledges. Barb Greve will be on hand to
answer questions about the FUSN Religious Education
program. Childcare is available upon request.

We hope you will choose one of these fun opportuni-
ties to meet some new folks and to “pledge in peace”
while we entertain your children! RSVP to Josie
Greene or Bruce Henderson at budgetdrive@fusn.org
or 617 340-9882.  



ANNUAL BUDGET UPDATE
What a great response to this year’s Budget Drive!
Thanks to each of you who’ve attended a party,
returned a call from your Visiting Steward, or reached
out to one of us at Coffee Hour to sign your pledge
card. Check out the U-Tubes in the Parish Hall: We are
well on our way to this year’s goal of $542,000 to sup-
port what we have in FUSN.

Almost 200 people have signed up to attend a Pledge
Party. The ideas and insights coming from these gath-
erings and personal stewardship visits are terrific! We
continue to be amazed at the depth and breadth of the
FUSN community. We’re hearing great ideas about
how to:

• Make our congregation more welcoming to new
members

• Increase FUSN’s presence in the local 
community

• Make Coffee Hour more intimate and connecting
• Nurture our RE teachers and other volunteers
• Ensure everyone feels known within our 

community
• Develop opportunities for intergenerational 

engagement
• Honor and embrace our differences
• Support each other through transitions … the list 

goes on and on!

Oh yes, and we’re raising money, too. For you – the 
U in FUSN. Many of you are pledging for the first
time.  Some are able to raise their pledges, and some
are not.  But we think that people understand the most 
important point – that everyone’s participation is
essential, at whatever level is right. There’s a pledge
amount within your means that should make you
proud, and the rest of the congregation is counting on
you to find it – and ready to feel proud with you.

Please join in and make your pledge. Answer your
Steward’s call. And help make FUSN thriving and 
sustainable. Thanks so much!

-Josie Greene & Bruce Henderson
budgetdrive@fusn.org

* * * * * * * * * *

Social Media for Connection and Outreach. April
22, 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Children’s Chapel. Social
media is fundamentally changing how people form
relationships, consume information and make impor-
tant life decisions. This has significant implications for
how we share news with newcomers and members
alike. With a focus first on internal community and
then on outreach, we will examine the role of blogs,
Facebook, Twitter and video in our communications.
This session is being offered by Peter Bowden, a
Boston based television producer, media consultant
and Unitarian Universalist. Read more on Peter’s web-
site, uugrowth.com.

CONNECTIONS
Book Signing at FUSN. From the editors of Been in
the Storm So Long comes a new collection of powerful
voices, long unheard in Unitarian Universalism, Voices
from the Margins by FUSN member Jacqui James and
Mark D. Morrison-Reed. Both Jacqui and Mark will
be with us on Sunday, April 15 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Alliance Room to read excerpts from the book and
share stories of working together. Please join us for
this book release, followed by a light reception and
book signing (books will be available for purchase at
the event).

Celebrate Spring at the Greater Boston Food Bank.
Join our group of FUSN members and friends for a
morning of work at the Greater Boston Food Bank on
Saturday, April 21. This is a great way to help amelio-
rate chronic hunger and malnutrition in eastern
Massachusetts. We carpool from the FUSN parking
lot, leaving at 8:45 a.m. back by 1:00 p.m. Wear com-
fortable clothes and closed shoes (no sandals.) If you
plan to join us, let Judy Zacek know.

Zambian Cultural Night & Dinner. FUSN’s Project
Zambia invites you and your family to the Parish Hall
on Saturday, April 28 from 6:00-9:00 p.m. to celebrate
Zambian culture featuring an amazing Zambian dinner,
music, stories and games. Buy your tickets by next
Sunday’s deadline (April 15) at the Social Action table
during Coffee Hour: $15 for adults, $5 for youth and

children, or call Peter Smith [see Online Directory].

LOCALLY GROWN CONCERTS
Catie Curtis will be performing this Saturday April
14, 8:00 p.m. at the Crossroads Coffeehouse/Old
Center Hall, North Parish UU Church, 3 Great Pond
Road, North Andover, MA.
Triple Helix, the piano trio with Bayla Keyes, Rhonda
Rider, and FUSN’s Lois Shapiro, will present a con-
cert, entitled The Eloquence of Vienna: From Splendor
to Angst, on Saturday April 21, 8:00 p.m. in Houghton
Memorial Chapel at Wellesley College. Music:
Hummel’s E Major Trio, Op. 83, No 5; Brahms’ Trio
in A Major (recent attribution); and the Trio in D
minor, Op. 3 by Zemlinsky. 
Also on the 21st: the Jameson Singers will sing
Schütz, O’Regan and Desprez, along with the Haydn
“Lord Nelson” Mass. 8:00 p.m. First Church in
Cambridge.
Carson Cooman is having a work premiered on
Sunday April 29 at 4:00 p.m.: The Evening Choir
(2012) for SATB choir, SATB soloists, and organ;
commissioned by The Memorial Church, Harvard
University for the inaugural concert of the C. B. Fisk
organ. See http://www.memorialchurch.harvard.edu/
for more information.

April 15 - April 28, 2012



ADULT R.E. 

Rescheduled: The Adult Education discussion: “Spirit
of Life: What is It?” has been rescheduled for
Wednesday, May 2 at 7:30 p.m., in the Alliance Room.
The presenters, Bruce Holbein, Tom Bean and Allan
Hartman will examine whether this “Spirit of Life”
(and its counterpart “The boundless radiance that
unites us all”) is something we define for ourselves or
has a transcendent reality. For advanced
materials/information e-mail Bruce at

or Tom [see Online Directory for info]

VESPERS SERVICE

The monthly Vespers service with the Vermilion
Quartet, Amelia LeClair, director, will be Sunday May
13 at 7:30 p.m. in our sanctuary. The service is designed
for diversity of spirit and thoughtful meditation. This is
a unique monthly service of music led by the Vermilion
Quartet and poetry—written or chosen—read by
FUSN’s poets. Vespers will last just half an hour—a
way to set aside the noise and stress of daily life and to
spend some time in stillness and mystery. 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOMING
On Sunday, May 20, at the start of the worship 
service, FUSN will be formally welcoming people
who have decided to join the congregation. If you are
interested in becoming a member of FUSN in time to
be a part of this spring’s Welcome ceremony, please
fill out an “Intent to Join” card (available from a 
membership committee representative at the Welcome
Table in the Parish Hall, or from Fran during her
office hours) and provide us with a brief written 
biography of yourself. Cards and bios can be returned
to Fran or Kristin. Questions? Email Kristin Cleveland
at member_services@fusn.org

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

Join us on May 20 for our FUSN Community Breakfast
at 9:00 a.m., in the Parish Hall. Toddlers welcome, we
have high chairs available for them. The menu (eggs,
eggbeater omelets, fried potatoes, pancakes, biscuits,
bacon, sausage, juice and coffee) is great and the price
($4) is unbeatable. Clean-up help appreciated. 
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