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The theme for September is Awe

SUNDAY SERVICES - 10:15 A.M
9/27 - Gospel Sing - Rev. Erin Splaine
Special gospel music

The theme for October is Humility
10/4 - Rev. Erin Splaine
10/11 - Rev. Erin Splaine
10/19 - Guest Minister
10/25 - Wheel of Life service - Lay Ministers
The Welcoming Congregation Assessment Team
(Beth Allen, Karen Burns, Chris Gaebler, Pam
McA’Nulty, Judy Zacek) is pleased to announce that
we will soon be ready to issue a survey that all members/friends of FUSN will be asked to complete. The
survey asks each of us to assess where the congregation is now in terms of how well we are fulfilling our
commitments as a UUA-certified Welcoming
Congregation. This is pursuant to the vote that was
taken at our Annual Meeting last June, and is also in
compliance with the UUA’s suggestion that
Welcoming Congregations periodically re-assess
where they are. The survey will be available at Coffee
Hour on Sunday, Sept. 27, as well as online. We will
also offer several open forums at which you can ask
questions and express your views, but we urge you to
complete the survey so that we can collect and analyze
the data and issue a report to the congregation.

WELCOMING CONGREGATION

SOURCES

September 27 - October 10, 2015

a Unitarian Universalist Cantata
Words: Rev. Kendyl Gibons
Music: Jason Shelton
Music Sunday: November 15, 2015

Do you know the sources of our Unitarian
Universalist faith? Do you know how good they
sound to a Latin beat? Or that the voice of a humanist can be expressed by a Sondheim-inspired solo?
Join the choir in learning about the “sources of our
living tradition” as well as about singing and moving
in different musical styles. The cantata builds to the
closing movement: a big, funk/hip-hop tune featuring
the spoken-word artist Regie O’Hare Gibson along
with a soloist, the choir, and the band.

Join us as we prepare this wonderful piece for Music
Sunday (Nov. 15). Rehearsals are on Wednesdays,
7:30-8:30 p.m. in the Chapel and on some Sundays
for those who can’t make Wednesday nights. No
musical experience is necessary – we all help each
other through the process. (Learning mp3s will be
provided as well.)
This Saturday: Gospel Music Workshop with the
Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Dana Hicks. 10:00 a.m. - 2:30
p.m., in the Parish Hall.

Sunday Service: 10:15 a.m., Sept. 27: Singers from
the workshop are invited to sing in the Sunday morning worship.
Workshop: FUSN members: $10 (includes lunch)
Non-FUSNites: $15.00 (includes lunch)

To register for the workshop: http://fusn.org/co
tent/gospelweekendsept2015. For more information,
contact Anne Watson Born music@fusn.org

Staff: Erin Splaine, Minister, Fran Clancy, Administrator, Rowan Van Ness, Director of Religious Education, Beth Walton, Assistant Director
of Religious Education, Dani Negus, Youth Programs Coordinator, Anne Watson Born, Director of Music, Carson Cooman, Organist,
Roberta Humez, Minister of Music Emerita, Ruslan Crosby, Beadle.
Board of Trustees: Brian Burba, Gregg DiBiaso, Eric Haas, Cathy Morocco, Bobbie Sproat, Co-Chair, Lesley Sneddon,Co-Chair
Julianna Lakomski, Becca Lozinsky, Youth Representatives
Operations Council: Susan Bartlett, Chair, John Brennan, Jeannie Chaisson, Judy Curby, Laurel Farnsworth, Vice Chair,
Andrea Kelley
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FUSNews

A New Year Conversation with the Board and Minister

We responded to several participants’ questions.

FROM THE BOARD

FROM THE BOARD (continued)

This past Sunday, Sept. 20, about forty people joined
Erin and the Board after the service. Thank you, folks,
for managing a small Chapel space! Erin shared a
litany of upcoming events and participants added
thoughts and feelings about the year ahead. In her
morning sermon, Return Again, Erin said it is appropriate in the middle of the Jewish New Year to step
back, “from the swirl of our everyday life to examine
it, so that we might see more clearly—more honestly
what our lives have become . . . how—or if—our lives
measure up to our values and standards.”

Do we have Budget Drive leadership in place for this
year?

Erin highlighted several events that are energizing our
new year:

The Welcoming Congregation Renewal Assessment
Team will present a 12-question survey this coming
weekend to provide a baseline for our continuing work
on inclusion. They will report back to us all in a
service with Erin Nov. 22.
Fall Multicultural Ministry activities include an
October 2nd meeting with Michele Chalmers, author
of The Skin on My Chin, which can stimulate family
conversations about skin color and stereotypes. The
Emmy winning documentary Colorblind: Rethinking
Race will be screened Oct. 4. The Waking Up White
and Uprooting Racism discussion groups are starting
up again.

Music is everywhere: Gospel Music Weekend on Sept.
26 and 27, a new Children’s Music and Family Choir
Coordinator is coming on board and Music Sundays
on Nov. 8 and 15 will bring together the FUSN and
Dedham choirs. And save April 10 for the Project
STEP Benefit concert.
Erin and Reverend Brandon Crawley of The Myrtle
Baptist Church are exploring ways to work together
“more organically” this year. Stay tuned!
Eighteen of our youth will be in our classrooms as
teachers this fall, having participated in a training
program this summer with Waltham and Watertown
youth.

We are currently interviewing five candidates for the
Membership Coordinator position to complete our
staff.

We have two committed leaders and a third person in
discussion.
How can we energize our FUSN leadership?

Some long-time committee chairs would like to be
replaced; younger members have kids. How can we

bring more “middle” members to working in key areas
like climate and communications? The Board has
appointed a new Developing Leadership Team, which
will be working to connect people with leadership
opportunities. They will inform us of their goals and
strategies over the year.

We expected to see a course on alternative family
structures (including polyamory) in the Adult
Education catalogue this fall. Conversations following
the Sunday meeting quickly identified and resolved a
scheduling miscommunication. The course now has a
date for fall, which will be announced. We are reminded how helpful it is to take a question directly to the
person in the best position to resolve it. Erin, the
Board and, as best we could discern, participants
believe the much-requested course will be a great
addition to our Adult Ed program.
How can I obtain a copy of FUSN’s employment-related anti-discrimination policy?
This policy is stated in a paragraph in the current
employee handbook. The Board will look into why it
has not been made accessible and will promptly make
it available or provide a clear explanation of why this
is not possible.

Sunday’s conversation reminds us how valuable it is to
reach out to each other for understanding. A host of
activities, new and ongoing, take place in any week at
FUSN. Even with many channels for information-sharing, communication can sometimes be imperfect. We
appreciated the opportunity to hear ideas and work
through some differences in perspectives on Sunday
and we look forward to another such conversation later
in the fall. As we begin a year rich with opportunity,
let us bring compassion and an assumption of good
intentions to all our interactions with each other.
-Cathy Morocco
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Thank you for tuning into another week of the Youth
Activities Broadcast! September 19th-20th was the 2015
Youth Retreat. We had a spectacular turnout of 24 youth
who engaged in introductory games, community building opportunities, a Youth Group brainstorm, and a
whole lot of food! Thank you to all the
parents/guardians who brought snacks, catered dinner,
and provided transportation to and from the event!

YOUTH ACTIVITIES BROADCAST

The first meeting of weekly Youth Group will be this
coming Sunday, Sept. 27 from 6 till 8:00 p.m. We will
begin planning our year together. I hope to see everyone
there!
Please contact me with any questions or concerns by
email at dani@fusn.org or call/text at (517) 881-5485.
Thank you!

-Dani Negus, Youth Programs Coordinator

Evening Song begins Sunday, Jan. 3, at 7:00 p.m.
Evening Song -Vespers with a new name, time, and day,
sung by Vermilion: for the diversity of spirit and
thoughtful meditation that is FUSN. Begin your week
by giving yourself the gift of space and time: set aside a
half hour from the noise and stress of daily life and
spend some time in stillness and mystery.
The quartet of singers that make up Vermilion is:
Courtney Elf Rowe, soprano, Amy LeClair, alto and
director, Ethan Rowe, tenor, and Julian Cole, bass.
Our usher is still Moragh Ramage and our poets are still
Cathy Morocco, Carole Siemering, Alice Wood and
Holly Zeeb.

EVENING SONG

We invite you to begin the new year with EVENING
SONG January 3rd, and every FIRST Sunday of the
month. Warmly, and on behalf of Vermilion and FUSN,
-Amy LeClair
Decorate FUSN’s Chancel in honor of a special event
or memory, or as a way to contribute to the beauty of
our worship experience. Sign up for a Sunday on the list
in the hallway across from Fran Clancy’s office. If you
would like help decorating, email Chancel coordinator
Betsy Leavitt, betsyleavitt@comcast.net.

CHANCEL

You are invited to a special Friday Evening Event
The Importance of Human Diversity – A MultiGenerational Evening, Oct, 2, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

TWO SPECIAL EVENTS

We live in a diverse world and we have a responsibility
to educate our children about diversity and the benefits
of being a global citizen. Current events show us that,
unfortunately, this is a conversation not all people are
having. We are lucky to have Michelle Chalmers help us
understand how best to take this journey with our children. She is the author of the Skin on My Chin, a book
for children 2-10 that teaches children about skin color,
melanin, race, stereotypes and diversity. Children notice
differences in skin color, at a very young age, and sometimes they have questions. This evening is designed to
help parents (and grandparents) answer some of these
questions. Copies of the book will be available for
purchase on that evening, as well as at Coffee Hour at
least two weeks before the event, at the RE Table.
Schedule for this event:
Intergenerational activities
5:30
Pizza dinner and conversation
6:00
Author presentation
6:30
Q and A session
7:00

Childcare will be provided, with age appropriate multicultural activities. Please bring either a salad or dessert
offering. (Please no peanuts or tree nuts) A $5.00
donation per person for pizza will be gladly accepted.
Register with Fran Clancy by Monday, Sept. 28.
Please join us on Sunday, Oct. 4, at 12 noon in the
Chapel to view the Emmy winning documentary,
Colorblind: Rethinking Race

11:45 a.m.– 12:00 noon: light lunch and welcome from
Multicultural Ministry Initiative
12:00 noon – 1:30 p.m.: film will start promptly at
noon!
1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.: all invited to join in a discussion
of the film
Colorblind: Rethinking Race examines institutional
racism in health, wealth, education, and the justice
system. Many people believe that racism is dead, often
citing the election of Barack Obama as the first US
president of color. This film offers an opportunity to see
a different perspective on race, to change the conversation, re-frame the discussion, and challenge the current
social paradigm. We hope to see many of you on Oct. 4
to view this important and interesting film!

September 27- October 10, 2015

Deadline for the next newsletter is Oct. 6, 9:00 a.m.

Our work and support has transformed more than 1,500
children’s lives. Each primary student needs about $100
for a uniform, shoes, books and other school supplies.
Our students are doing well and with tutoring have
passed their exams to get into secondary school at a
higher rate than the average Zambian student. But success comes at a price. Each secondary school student
has three times more expenses than primary students.
Unless we raise more funds this year, we will not be
able to support the children who started school over the
last 7 years. A small group of FUSN members have
agreed to match your total donations up to $5,000.
Please make your generous check out to “Communities
Without Borders” Thank you!

First Unitarian Society in Newton

We will be collecting signatures until Sunday, Oct. 25.
Thank you for your support!

FUSN’s Project Zambia has supported the education of
orphans in Zambia since 2000. A total of 60 members of
our congregation, youth and adult, have traveled to
Zambia as self-funded service volunteers for the last
nine years. Each year these volunteers come back transformed by the experience of working with new friends
in Zambia who express joy and hope in spite of their
almost entire lack of physical resources.

1326 Washington Street
Newton, MA 02465

The FUSN Social Action table will have petitions
available at the Social Action table during coffee hour
for the Fair Share Campaign, lead by the Raise Up
Mass Coalition. UU Mass Action is a member of this
coalition and is coordinating the signature gathering
process. If you would like to learn more about the
campaign, go to:
www.uumassaction.org/campaigns/hunger-poverty/

SOCIAL ACTION

PROJECT ZAMBIA SPECIAL
COLLECTION SUNDAY NOV. 8

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Join us for our first Community Breakfast of the year on
Oct. 4. Toddlers welcome, we have high chairs available for them. The menu (eggs, eggbeater omelets, fried
potatoes, pancakes, biscuits, bacon, sausage, juice and
coffee) is great and the price ($4) is unbeatable. Cleanup help appreciated. Upcoming Community Breakfast
dates: Nov. 8; Dec. 13; Jan. 10; Feb. 7; March 13; April
10, May 22.

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
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